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RAY YOUNGSTERS PROPHETS OF THE 
KINGDOM
CATECHESIS 1

Do not neglect the gifts that is in you

OPENING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, Son of God and son of Mary
You became one of us, 
so that we, too, may become sons of God in you,
and for us you went through every stage of life,
from childhood, to adolescence and then maturity.
Give us your Spirit, so that we may live as true sons of God.
Help each teenager grow in faith and love
and to make the decisive options of his life.
Grant to all of us the maternal guidance of Mary,
For her to educate each one of us as well as she educated your humanity
And in that way be able to achieve the maturity of the perfect man,
according to the loving project of the heavenly Father.  Amen.

BIBLICAL ENLIGHTENMENT 1 Tim 4:6-16

If you will give these instructions to the brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ 
Jesus, nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound teaching you have followed.
Avoid profane and silly myths. Train yourself for devotion,
for, while physical training is of limited value, devotion is valuable in every respect, since 
it holds a promise of life both for the present and for the future.
This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance.
For this we toil and struggle, 4 because we have set our hope on the living God, who is 
the savior of all, especially of those who believe.
Command and teach these things.
Let no one have contempt for your youth, 6 but set an example for those who believe, in 
speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity.
Until I arrive, attend to the reading, 7 exhortation, and teaching.
Do not neglect the gift you have, which was conferred on you through the prophetic word 
8 with the imposition of hands of the presbyterate.
Be diligent in these matters, be absorbed in them, so that your progress may be evident 
to everyone.
Attend to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in both tasks, for by doing so you will 
save both yourself and those who listen to you.
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AUGUSTINIAN ENLIGHTENMENT

“Let us not remain at the point of arrival; let us rather walk from it.  We are travellers … 
Go ahead, my brothers … let whatever you are displease you always, if you want to arrive 
at what you are not yet, since you have remained, wherever you had found pleasure for 
yourself.  But if you have said, it is enough, you have perished as well.  Add something 
always, walk unceasingly, move continuously; do not stop on the way, nor back off  nor 
change your course.  He who does not move forward, stays behind; … A crippled man 
who moves on his way is better than a runner who runs out of the way”. (Saint Agustin S. 
169,15,18).

MAGISTERIUM ENLIGHTMENT

“Young people are not meant to become discouraged; they are meant to dream great 
things, to seek vast horizons, to aim higher, to take on the world, to accept challenges and 
to offer the best of themselves to the building of something better. That is why I constantly 
urge young people not to let themselves be robbed of hope; to each of them I repeat: “Let 
no one despise your youth” (1 Tim 4:12).” (Christus Vivit 15).

We should never repent of spending our youth being good, opening our heart to the Lord, 
and living differently. None of this takes away from our youth but instead strengthens 
and renews it: “Your youth is renewed like the eagle’s” (Ps 103:5). For this reason, Saint 
Augustine could lament: “Late have I loved you, beauty ever ancient, ever new! Late have 
I loved you!”. (Christus Vivit 17).

TOPIC DEVELOPMENT

For some people a prophet is a “fortune-teller”, like the once who read the future or predicts 
good or bad things. Those are not like the ones in the scriptures; while the “fortune-teller” 
talks by his own adefends particular interests, the prophet is a “Sent one of God” (Dt 18:9-
15). So, to be a prophet and in the prophetic movement of the People in Israel is a “gift”, 
it’s a call. To be a prophet Is not a whim neither a “hobby”, but is a “vication” it is a “call 
of God”, nobody can be a prophet without having received before that “gift” from God 
(Jer 1:4-8)

The prophet is at the service of the Word of God, because God calls to send them to the 
fulfillment of the mission: spread His word. The prophet then, doesn’t talk by it’s own, 
neither talks about his preferences, he talks in the name of God and according to what 
He wants (Dt 18:17-22). Therefore, the prophet is conceived as a “witness” of the truth 
that announces and lives an “experience” of God.  The prophet communicates, transmits, 
makes understandable for men to know the truth that God transmits, to the point that 
sometimes the “gestures” and the prophet’s “life” are the vehicles of communication of 
the divine message.  (Ezekiel 24:15-27).  It is not an easy task and  the difficulties even 
lead the prophets to feel weak, helpless and even run away;  however, the word of God 
they serve to becomes a motivation and vital imperative, impossible to reject (Jer 20:7-
11).



Ca
te

ch
es

is
 N

º 
1.

 A
nn

iv
er

sa
ry

 2
5 

of
 th

e 
RA

Y
Pag. 4

Through baptism, we have been constituted as prophets, also priests and kings in the sign 
of the anointing with the Holy Crisma, which manifests the character that the Holy Spirit 
and belonging to God endow.  By being constituted as prophets we have been given the 
ability to connect with God through an experience of closeness and trust and the ability 
to capture his will that is manifested in the “signs of the times”, that is, discovering him 
present in “my personal life story ”, in the events that are generated in the context where 
we are immersed and through the relationship with the people around me, as well as in the 
pain and sufferings of many human beings, whose pain is a cry for  Justice.  As prophets 
we commit ourselves to our time and culture, to transform it taken from the hand of God, 
who inspires our behavior and decisions.

St. Paul, in the reading we read at the beginning of this catechesis, invites Timothy, a 
young disciple of the apostle, to be a prophet among his people, not to neglect the gift 
he had received from God, by the imposition of his hands and  not allowing anyone to 
underestimate the gift of his youth, being an example of believers in word, behaviour, 
love, spirit, faith and purity, doing things with responsibility and faithfully teaching the 
doctrine (1Tm 4: 6-16).  Paul advised Timothy, his “beloved son” (2 Tim 1:2), with a 
heart of love, wanting him to stand firm in his own faith and to guide the other believers 
well.  Timothy certainly seems to have been faithful and is an example to be followed by 
all young people, as he teaches us that youth is not an obstacle to proclaiming and living 
the Gospel with joy, and that young people are also called to be authentic prophets of the 
Kingdom.

Also the apostole Paul reminds to the young people of these days: “Do not neglect the gift 
that is in you”, received on the day of baptism.  Just as the young Timothy was a model 
in his community and he knew how to be a prophet among his people, the young people 
of our time also have this opportunity if we put God at the center of our lives, if we are 
kind and respectful of others and assume the commitment  of being leaders in the faith.  
This is precisely what Pope Francis refers when he says: “The Church also wishes to 
listen to the voice, the sensitivity, the faith of each one;  as well as doubts and criticisms.  
Make everyone feel your scream, let it resonate in the communities and make it reach the 
shepherds” 1.

QUESTIONS TO WORK IN GROUP

1. What do you feel after reading all the the texts? Share with the group.
2. In what way are we livin the prophetic dimension in our life? 
3. As RAY youngsters, How can we assume concrete commitments (prophetic signs) 
in our families, in our context and in our community?
4. In what way does your life has changed since you joineed RAY?

SOCIAL COMMITMENT

To be sign and presence of God in the family, in the school, college, university, work and 
the community; manifesting the love of God in the speech and in every day actions.  

1 FRANCISCO. Young people, faith and vocational discernment. Peparatory Document. Letter from 
the Pope to the young. Vaticnao, January 13, 2017.
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ENDING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, gentle and humble of heart,
make us compassionate like you 
Facing the needs of your people.
Let us discover in your people in need
the evangelical values of which they are bearers.
May we support the most humble and disinherited
in their effort to promote humankind and his interest in growing in faith.
Let us pay special attention to the family
and to the different generations that are within
May we give our generous support
to all who work in evangelization
and in the promotion of your town.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

TESTIMONY OF A RAY YOUNGSTER

My name is Steve Quire, I’m 27 years old, 
I’m from Argentina and I’m Agustinian 
Recollect Friar since a year and a half ago. 
Before joing the Order I was participating 
in the RAY in Angentina for about 5 years, I 
belonged to a community called “Saint Clare 
of Montefalco”, and it could be said that it 
was there that everything started, o that at 
least that was the moment that I was opened 
to listen to what God had to tell me, what 
may be was in me but I didn’t wanted hear. 

I joined RAY because a friend of mine invited 
me to participate on a retreat, that was the 

“Cassiciacum” when I was 18 years old. In those days I was being away from the Church 
for a long time, once I took the confirmation, and despite considering myself a person 
with faith I followed other paths.  The retreat was for me a unique experience, it was like 
finding a place for me, to live that faith that I lived alone, and on top of that I could share 
it with a lot of people who were not ashamed to say they believed in God, a God who 
waits for us.

Two years after of being in the community, an Augustinian Recollect Friar arrived in 
Argentina, and as we were talking he taught me that there was a way to live everything 
I experienced in my community in a more radical way and to be able to follow Christ 
closer and at the same time, having the opportunity to be for others, to leave myself and 
encourage me to help and accompany.  From there, nothing was the same, I was finishing 
my degree in college, but I felt that God was asking me for something else.  So, after two 
years of accompaniment, I decided to answer the call that God made to me, and I could 
tell this friar that I wanted to enter the order.  So it was.
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It’s been almost 5 years since I entered and I must say that sometimes I even feel proud 
of myself, for having encouraged me to something else for my life, for having overcome 
fears and insecurities, and for trusting God and in what He had prepared for me.  If in 
the RAY I felt that I had found a place where I could live the faith, today I feel that as an 
Augustinian Recollect religious I found my place in the world, a place where I not only 
live my faith day by day, but also where I can  be me, and in which I have grown as a 
person, as a religious man and as a Christian. 

I know that many times to take steps in life can be something fearful, don’t be ashamed of 
what you feel, but I would like to encourage you to trust your life little by little to God, so 
that you can dialogue in prayer what your heart seeks.  Encourage yourself to go step by 
step, without hurry, knowing that there is someone waiting for you.  Cheer up! you have 
a lot to give in life. 

THE HISTORICAL TOUR OF THE RAY2

A charism at the service of the young (First part)

Rev. Carlos María Domínguez (St. Martin Buenos Aires, Argentina, 1965) Augustinian 
Recollect religious and auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Saint John of Cuyo in 
Argentina, and a great connoisseur of the reality of the RAY.

In August 1995, the province of Saint Thomas of Villanueva summoned those responsible 
for the Youth and Vocation Ministry of the four countries in which this Province works: 
Spain, Brazil, Argentina and Venezuela.  He had seen the need to combine objectives, 
criteria, lines of action, and enrich himself with the experience of others.
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After sharing these experiences and trying to unify them in a common itinerary, these 
religious decided to share the richness of our Augustinian Recollect spirituality with 
the youth of our ministries.  Then, to strengthen and consolidate a youth laity with an 
Augustinian Recoleta identity of its own, it was decided to “found” the Augustinian-
Recollect Youth under the acronym RAY.

To this end, the document Guidelines of the Youth Ministry of the Spanish Episcopal 
Conference of 1991 was adapted, adapting it to the realities of the Latin American 
countries.  And the journey began.

The first thing to do was to convince the religious of the new proposal, as well as adapt 
what was already being done.  The beginnings were not easy, but the name “RAY” was 
slowly taking identity. 
 

2 Taken from the “Canta y Camina” (Sing and Walk) newsletter no. 126, 2014. Agustinian Recollects, 
Saint Nicholas of Tolentino Province.


