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RAY YOUNGSTERS PROPHETS OF THE 
KINGDOM
CATEQUESIS 3

to go where He sents us and to tell what He demands us to tell

BEGINING PRAYER

Good God, that give us life and the word, 
that call us to be spokesmen for your love, 
see that we are only young in your presence.
Give us comfort in difficulties and courage in fear. 
Make our lips, like those of young Jeremiah, 
your instrument to denounce injustice, 
to encourage the desperate, 
and to encourage everyone to trust you. Amén

BIBLICAL ENLIGHTENMENT (Jeremías 1, 5-12)

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a 
prophet to the nations I appointed you. “Ah, Lord God!” I said, “I do not know how to 
speak. I am too young!” But the Lord answered me, Do not say, “I am too young.” To 
whomever I send you, you shall go ;whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not 
be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you—oracle of the Lord. Then the Lord 
extended his hand and touched my mouth, saying to me, See, I place my words in your 
mouth! Today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, To uproot and to tear down, 
to destroy and to demolish, to build and to plant. The word of the Lord came to me: What 
do you see, Jeremiah? “I see a branch of the almond tree,” I replied. Then the Lord said to 
me: You have seen well, for I am watching over my word to carry it out.

AGUSTINIANENLIGHTENMENT  (Conf. XIII 19,25)

But you, chosen generation, 1 Peter 2:9 you weak things of the world, who have forsaken 
all things that you might follow the Lord, go after Him, and confound the things which 
are mighty;1 Corinthians 1:27 go after Him, you beautiful feet, Isaiah 52:7 and shine in 
the firmament, Daniel 12:3 that the heavens may declare His glory, dividing between the 
light of the perfect, though not as of the angels, and the darkness of the little, though not 
despised ones. Shine over all the earth, and let the day, lightened by the sun, utter unto day 
the word of wisdom; and let night, shining by the moon, announce unto night the word of 
knowledge. The moon and the stars shine for the night, but the night obscures them not, 
since they illumine it in its degree. 

For behold God (as it were) saying, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven. 
There came suddenly a sound from heaven, as it had been the rushing of a mighty wind, 
and there appeared cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. Acts 2:3 And 
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there were made lights in the firmament of heaven, having the word of life. 1 John 1:1 Run 
to and fro everywhere, you holy fires, you beautiful fires; for you are the light of the world, 
nor are you put under a bushel. Matthew 5:14He to whom you cleave is exalted, and has 
exalted you. Run to and fro, and be known unto all nations. 

MAGISTERY ENLIGHTENMENT 

Catechism of the Catholic Church

850 The origin and purpose of mission. the Lord’s missionary mandate is ultimately 
grounded in the eternal love of the Most Holy Trinity: “The Church on earth is by her 
nature missionary since, according to the plan of the Father, she has as her origin the 
mission of the Son and the Holy Spirit.”341 The ultimate purpose of mission is none other 
than to make men share in the communion between the Father and the Son in their Spirit 
of love. (cf RM 23).

852 Missionary paths. the Holy Spirit is the protagonist, “the principal agent of the whole 
of the Church’s mission.”345 It is he who leads the Church on her missionary paths. “This 
mission continues and, in the course of history, unfolds the mission of Christ, who was 
sent to evangelize the poor; so the Church, urged on by the Spirit of Christ, must walk the 
road Christ himself walked, a way of poverty and obedience, of service and self-sacrifice 
even to death, a death from which he emerged victorious by his resurrection.” (AG 5).

Homily of Pope Francis on the World Youth Meeting (28/07/13)

Three ideas: Go, do not be afraid, and serve. Go, do not be afraid, and serve. If you follow 
these three ideas, you will experience that the one who evangelizes is evangelized, the one 
who transmits the joy of faith receives more joy. Dear young friends, as you return to your 
homes, do not be afraid to be generous with Christ, to bear witness to his Gospel. In the 
first Reading, when God sends the prophet Jeremiah, he gives him the power to “pluck 
up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant” (1:10). It is the 
same for you. Bringing the Gospel is bringing God’s power to pluck up and break down 
evil and violence, to destroy and overthrow the barriers of selfishness, intolerance and 
hatred, so as to build a new world. Dear young friends, Jesus Christ is counting on you! 
The Church is counting on you! The Pope is counting on you!

Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit, of Pope Francis

175. Filled with the love of Christ, young people are called to be witnesses of the Gospel 
wherever they find themselves, by the way they live.

176. The importance of witness does not mean that we should be silent about the word. 
Why should we not speak of Jesus, why should we not tell others that he gives us strength 
in life, that we enjoy talking with him, that we benefit from meditating on his words? 
Young people, do not let the world draw you only into things that are wrong and superficial. 
Learn to swim against the tide, learn how to share Jesus and the faith he has given you. 
May you be moved by that same irresistible impulse that led Saint Paul to say: “Woe to 
me if I do not proclaim the Gospel” (1 Cor 9:16).
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE TOPIC

Jeremiah’s times are not very different from ours.  He had to live very hard times for his 
people and in their midst God asked him to denounce the evil of his own people, thereby 
earning the hate, criticism and persecution of his own community.  God is present in the 
life of Jeremiah.  From the beginning he establishes a Father’s love relationship with 
him, watches over him, knows him intimately.  He speaks to his ear, expresses his love, 
proposes a mission, guarantees his accompaniment and his help. 

It is a simple and profound message that God tells you to understand that life is a mission.  
The Christian faith commits members of the JAR community to transmit it from faith 
and works as a testimony of love. Life is mission. We live because someone has called us 
to it.  To understand that: “I am a mission on this earth, and for that I am in this world” 
(Evangelii gaudium, 273).

What would Christ do in my place?

For sure, build bridges and break down barriers. This is what our saints, blessed and 
martyrs have done.  Building bridges only between cultures but also between generations.  
Understand that in our RAY communities we are summoned by Love to love and love 
from the communion of life that summons us and brings together as a great family in the 
very heart of God thanks to the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Opened hearts

The transmission of faith is carried out by the contagion of love, in which joy and 
enthusiasm express the discovery of the meaning and fullness of life.  So it is necessary to 
have an open heart for love.  Only love knows no limits and is what makes us able to enter 
the life and needs of others and live from it in true communion. 

Many people really needs you

The Augustinian saints like all the saints of the Church have tried to answer the call of 
Jesus.  Therefore, for a youngster YAR who wants to answer his call and follow him, he 
must know that the essential thing is the search and adherence to his vocation.  Because 
the vocation is answered in the mission.  Every Christian has a mission.  Discovering that 
mission and following it is our task.  To be able to stay quiet and to pray to discover what 
he wants from each one of us.

In this sense, volunteer experiences and evangelization are tools that can open us to this 
discovery.  Also, as a primary place, help in the own parish and recollect community, 
attending to the needs and concerns of it, that unity of hearts is what marks our Augustinian 
charism. 

The formation of each young person should not only seek professional success but also the 
development and care of a gift from the Lord that leads us to serve others. “Never think 
that you have nothing to contribute or that anyone needs you: Many people needs you 
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and think about it.  Each one of you think about it in your heart: many people needs 
me”(Meeting with young people, Sanctuary of Maipú, Chile, 17-I-2018). 

QUESTIONS FOR GROUP WORK

1. How many time do you spent doing God things? Do I meditate the Word? Do I help 
in my RAY community? What about in my parish community?
2. Do I speak about God or do I feel ashamed? Do I announce his Word and his 
instruction?
3. What signs do I recognize, here and now, of the presence of God, of His call, of the 
mission that He pushes me and my community RAY to do?
4. What are my fears, my limitations, my excuses, my “enemies”? How can I 
overcome them?

A SPECIFIC ACTION

Giving testimony before the community about the missionary experiences of the Group.  
Find fields in which we can develop this call according to the circumstances of each RAY 
community.

Organize special activities such as Holy Missionary Hours before the Blessed Sacrament, 
Celebrations with missionary essence, Missionary Rosaries, etc.
.
FINAL PRAYER

Thank for something

God, you that know everyone of us from the most intimate part of our hearts, 
we thank for be able to live in you, inside the RAY community. 
Thank you Lord because through your Word 
and the testimony of our brothers and sisters, we can feel closer to you. 
Thank you our father because day by day 
you teach us that your Word is the truth 
and you give it to humble people, 
place your Word in our hearts and in our mouth 
just like you did with the young Jeremiah, 
so that we can give testimony of you. Amén.

TESTIMONY OF A RAY YOUNGSTER

My name is Camila and I am Colombian. I lived in Colobia until i was 6 years old, when 
we moved to Madrid. Then when I was 13 we had to move to London because of many 
different situations. While I was preparing myself to do the confirmation, we heard about 
a group of young people and my sister wanted to attend. After doing the confirmation, 
my sister wanted to go to this group and my mom told her that she could only go if I was 
going too.
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In the beginning it was a little bit hard to fit in the 
group, but I liked the coordinators really quick 
and I made friendship with the other members 
of the group. I liked so I stayed. There have 
been almost 3 years since I decided to enter the 
RAY group.

Going to the RAY group has taught me to live 
my spirituality as a young woman in such a lost 
world, it has also shown me that the Lord wants 
young people to follow him and be a witness to 
his love in many ways;  either by helping those 
who need it most, by loving those who find it 
hard to love or striving to meet our goals with 
His help, always remembering to be a faithful 
disciple of Jesus Christ.

Every weekend I am glad to know that a group 
of people, who were one day unknown people, await me with open arms like one more 
family.

A HAPPY PERSONAL ITINERARY OF GROWTH, REFLECTION, PRAYER, 
MISSION AND COMMUNITY1

1 Taken from the “Canta y Camina” (Sing and Walk) newsletter no. 152,2019. Agustinian Recollects, 
Saint Nicholas of Tolentino Province.
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THAGASTE (8 to 10 years old): It is the starting point in Augustine’s life, where he 
spend his childhood with his family and where he goes to the school for the first time. 

MADAURA (10 to 12 years old): It is the second stage of studies, after Tagaste. Augustine 
grows in knowledge and in the gradual step of family life to society.

CARTHAGE (12 to 14 years old): This is a stage of turbulence for Augustine, he goes 
between love and heartbreaks he is shaken by ideologies and experiences. He starts to 
understand the true value of friendship.

MILAN  (14 to 17 years old): It is the city where Augustine looks for answers to all his 
questions and anxiety of meaning; here is where he finds the true clue that leads him to 
the encounter with God. 

CASICIACO (17 years old): Agustine decides between passions and the Word of God 
“Take and Read”; with fear and doubt: “tomorrow, tomorrow” finally he gives his heart.

HIPPO (18 years old): Augustine, full converted , goes back to Africa, where he served 
the church from the common good well and the promotion of justice and peace.


