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 MOTIVATION MESSAGE 
 

You have with you the liturgical guide of the celebration 

of the 25th year anniversary of the Recollect 

Augustinian Youth. 

 

Today we celebrate the 25th year of the first meeting 

of friars in Monachil, Spain, where this unifying dream 

began. And during all this time, there are countless 

young people and religious whose lives have been 

transformed by the Interior Master under the 

Augustinian Recollect charism. 

 

For this reason, brothers and sisters, on this occasion when 

RAYs from all over the world unite in one soul and one heart to celebrate with 

joy and happiness, for the first time, our anniversary, we encourage you to 

surrender everything you desire in preparing and celebrating this very special 

Eucharist, even to the point of offering your very heart.  

 

Remember that this is a promising moment for all of you to renew your love, 

faith and the unique qualities that characterize you: praying, communitarian, 

missionary, Marian and Augustinian; may you renew your commitment to God, 

to his Church, to the Order, and to your brothers and sisters, always at the 

service of the needs of the Church. 

 

Take courage, then, brothers and sisters, and may you make this great 

celebration truly unforgettable! 

 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 

(Psalm 132.1) 



INTRODUCTION 
 Today, we are gathered to celebrate a dream, a history … a dream of the 

Order of Augustinian Recollects that began in 1995, when some religious from 

Spain, Brazil, Argentina and Venezuela met for the first time, seeking to give 

response to the challenge of sharing the Augustinian Recollect spirituality to 

the youth, paving way to our history and to all those moments that moved our 

heart and transformed us to be: 

 Prayerful, searching for a process of continuous conversion; 

 Communitarian, studying existentially the Word, together with our 

brothers and sisters in community; 

 Missionaries, fostering total availability at the service of the Church, 

collaborating actively in the missions and other ministries of the whole 

Augustinian Recollect family; 

 Marian, living under the protection of Mary, Mother of Consolation and 

entrusting to her our activities and our very life itself;  

 Augustinian, announcing God and his kingdom, seeking to realize, in 

everything, the union of souls and hearts in God according to the ideals of Saint 

Augustine. 

 Today we celebrate as a community to experience your presence, to see 

your laughter in our laughter, our crosses in your Cross … building your love, 

directed towards you; because … our lives are transformed into one soul and one 

heart … as Recollect Augustinian Youth. 

Today we celebrate a dream that has marked our history! 

 

GREETINGS 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 Brothers and sisters, we celebrate this mass to give thanks for the 25th 

anniversary of the Recollect Augustinian Youth, a movement inspired in Saint 

Augustine.  And to participate fruitfully in this celebration, let us acknowledge 

our sinfulness before God.  



COLLECT 

 Lord, we ask you to renew in your Church the spirit you gave to the bishop 

Saint Augustine; grant that in our thirst for true wisdom we may never cease to 

search for you, the living fountain of unending love.  Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

FIRST READING 
A reading from the letter of the apostle Paul to the Romans 12, 9-21 

 

 Brothers, let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is good; love 

one another with mutual affection; anticipate one another in showing honor. Do 

not grow slack in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

 Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the 

needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality 

 Bless those who persecute (you), bless and do not curse them. 

 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Have the 

same regard for one another; do not be haughty but associate with the lowly; 

do not be wise in your own estimation. Do not repay anyone evil for evil; be 

concerned for what is noble in the sight of all. 

 If possible, on your part, live at peace with all. Beloved, do not look for 

revenge but leave room for the wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will 

repay, says the Lord.” 

 Rather, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 

something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head.” 

Do not be conquered by evil but conquer evil with good. 

THE WORD OF THE LORD. 

  



PSALM 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 26, 1. 3. 4. 5. 11. 13 (R/. 14a) 

R/. THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY HELP. 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is my life’s refuge; of whom should I be afraid? R/. 

 

Though an army encamp against me, my heart does not fear;  

Though war be waged against me, even then do I trust. R/. 

 

One thing I ask of the Lord; this I seek: 

To dwell in the Lord’s house all the days of my life, 

To gaze on the Lord’s beauty, to visit his temple. R/. 

 

Lord, show me your way; lead me on a level path; 

Because of my enemies.  R/. 

 

I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living. R/. 

 

ALLELUIA  
Alleluia 1 Jn 4, 16b 

R/. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

God is love and he who remains in love 

remains in God and God in him. 

 

R/. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you, remain in my love.” 

† A reading from the holy gospel according to Saint John 15: 1-14 

 Jesus said to his disciples: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine 

grower. He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, and every 

one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. 



 

 You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you. Remain 

in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it 

remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. 

 

 I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him 

will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.  Anyone who does 

not remain in me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather 

them and throw them into a fire and they will be burned. 

 

 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you 

want and it will be done for you. By this is my Father glorified, that you bear 

much fruit and become my disciples. 

 

 As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep 

my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and remain in his love. 

 

 “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be 

complete. This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.  No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends 

if you do what I command you. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

To every petition, let our response be: Jesus, Interior Master, hear us. 

 

1. For the Mother Church, for Pope Francis and his consecrated ministers, for 
the Prior General of the Order of Augustinian Recollects, Fr. Miguel Miró 
Miró and his council, for the Priors Provincial, Fr. Albeiro Arenas, Fr. Sergio 
Sánchez, Fr. Miguel Ángel Hernández and Fr. Dionisio Selma, that united 
in communion and guided by the Spirit, they may lead all the Christians 
and the youth on the way towards salvation.  
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
 



2. For all government leaders, that full of wisdom, they may administer with 
equity and justice the public goods entrusted to them.  
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

3. For the entire Augustinian Recollect family all over world, composed of 
consecrated men and women, the Secular Augustinian Recollect 
Fraternity, and the Recollect Augustinian Youth, that following the 
example of our Father Saint Augustine,  their souls may be transformed 
into one soul and one heart and become a community founded on love.  
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

4. For the 25 years of existence of the RAY, that you may give us the courage 
to accept our failures and that following the example of our Father Saint 
Augustine, we may find strength in your love and continuously be a living 
testimony of the infinite mercy of the Father to many young people who 
feel the restlessness of following you. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

5. For the Recollect Augustinian Youth of the European continent, who live 
in Spain and the United Kingdom, that they may keep their faith, hope and 
love in the Interior Master as Saint Thomas of Villanova did, sharing their 
crosses in your cross and thus achieve brotherhood.  
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

6. For the Recollect Augustinian Youth of the American continent, who live 
in Argentina, Venezuela, Mexico, Guatemala, Colombia, Brazil, Dominican 
Republic, Peru, Panama, Costa Rica, United States and Honduras, that 
following the example of Saint Ezekiel Moreno, they may be untiring 
missionaries of the Gospel.  
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

7. For the Recollect Augustinian Youth of the Asian country, the Philippines, 
that following the example of Saint Magdalene of Nagasaki, they may 
persevere in faith and lead many other young men and women to follow 
Christ, by offering their very heart. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 



8. We also pray for priestly, religious and missionary vocations, especially to 
the Augustinian Recollect life, that the youth may heed generously the call 
of accepting Christ and give themselves in service for others. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

9. For all young men and women all over the world who do not know yet 
Christ, that through the intercession of  Saint Rita of Cascia, they may 
awaken that flame of faith and restlessness, and recognize what genuine 
love is. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

10. For all the faithful departed, especially those belonging to the Augustinian 
Recollect family, religious men and women, members of the Secular 
Augustinian Recollect Fraternity and the youth, that they may experience 
eternal joy in the heavenly city. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

  



PRESENTATION OF GIFTS 

 Beloved Augustinian Recollect Family, another year has come with hope, 

plans, dreams and goals.  To achieve happiness is without doubt one of our 

greatest longings, but we cannot realize it without God  being at the center of 

our existence, not as a simple guest, but as the fundamental driving force of our 

life.  To him, Lord of time and history, we offer … 

 

BREAD AND WINE: Lord, we present you the bread and wine, which will be 

transformed into your body and blood. This is a reminder of your loving 

dedication to us your children.  Through this symbol, your body and blood allow 

us to rekindle our being, to reconcile us with you and to share this  special 

moment with our community in remembrance of you. 

 

 LOGO OF THE 25 YEARS CELEBRATION: the number 25 

signifies a path filled with many great experiences, which, 

by the grace of God, we have achieved with great effort, 

perseverance, fidelity and brotherly love; it  shows a long 

history of living out the Augustinian Recollect values of 

community, interiority, simplicity, the spirit of service and 

the ideals of experiencing freely the joy of loving.. 

 

DISTINCTIVE ELEMENTS: 

 

PRAYING: It allows us to be in a process of continuous 

conversion, by entering into ourselves and meeting the God 

life, and to nourish our friendship with Him.  Let us, O Lord, hear 

you always and be faithful to you. 

 

 COMMUNITARIAN: It represents not only the experience of the 

early Christian community of Jerusalem in the existential study 

of  the Word,  but also the faithfulness in the breaking of the 

bread,  the solidarity with the needy and  the intimate 

communion of its member in true friendship and fraternity, in 

total harmony and collaboration with the pastors of the Church.  

Make us, O Lord, more united as brothers and sisters with one soul 

and one heart toward you. 



 MISSIONARY: As we imitate the apostolic zeal of Saint Ezekiel and 

Saint Magdalene of Nagasaki, we offer all these young men 

and women who dedicate themselves the proclamation of  the 

Word of God to all those who need it most, putting themselves 

at the service of others.  We desire, O Lord, to continuously be 

an example of life, light and salt for this world, in order to build 

a civilization of love.  

 

 

 MARIAN: Accompanied by Mary, Mother of Consolation, we, 

the youth, entrust ourselves to you, Lord.  Bestow on us all her 

maternal guidance, so that we may live as authentic children;  

may she educate us as she educated you and thus be able to 

reach the maturity of the perfect man, according to the loving 

plan of the heavenly Father. 

 

 AUGUSTINIAN: As we follow the example of our Father Saint 

Augustine who enriches us with his youth and dynamism, we 

pursue the truth, seeking to love the community without 

measure. Faithful to the Father and to his commandments, and 

to our brothers and sisters, may our heart recognize God as 

healer of body and spirit, and may we consecrate ourselves to 

the service of the Kingdom. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

 Celebrating the memorial of our salvation, we humbly beg your clemency, 

O Lord, that this Sacrament of love may be for us the sign of unity and a bond 

of charity. Through Chris tour Lord. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all 

partake of the one bread.  

 

 



THANKSGIVING PRAYER FOR THE RAYS 

 Today we thank you Lord for the 25 years of the Recollect Augustinian 

Youth, a movement  that made our hearts restless, and  by which you invite us 

young people to be different. 

 Thank you for knowing us even before you had formed us in our mothers’ 

womb, and  for instilling in us a missionary spirit at the service of the Church, to 

bring your Word to those who need it. 

 Thank you for allowing us to know and love our Mother Mary who with her 

example helps us increase our faith day by day, welcomes us under her 

protection and leads us by her hand. 

 Thank you for letting us relive the experience of the first Christian 

community, for filling us with your Spirit of love and for allowing us to have one 

soul and one heart directed towards you. 

 Thank you that through prayer you invite us not to be scattered in external 

things and to enter into ourselves, so as to meet you who continuously wait for 

us. 

 Thank you for piercing our hearts as you did to our Father Saint Augustine,  

and for giving him as an enduring example that motivates  us to be young and 

untiring seekers of the truth and to undergo a process of continuous 

conversion. 

 Thank you for each of the Augustinian Recollect friars who, day by day 

with their dedication and commitment, accompany all the members of the RAY,  

and trust them as builders of communion. 

 Thank you for all the persons who with their simple gestures help us 

realize our dreams and activities. 

 Thank you for all the gifts and charisms you bestow to each RAY, for these 

same gifts empower us to work for you, as Our Father Saint Augustine says: 

“Lord, out of love for loving you, I do what I do.” (Conf. 2,1,1) 

 

Thank you, Lord. 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 With your holy gifts, O Lord, enrich your family that you have renewed with 

heavenly nourishment on the feast of our holy Father Saint Augustine;  

enlighten us with the light of knowledge from above and kindle the flame of 

eternal charity in our hearts. Through Christ our Lord. 

 

SOLEMN BLESSING  

 May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep our hearts 

and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 May God keep your faith strong; may he fortify you with unfailing hope; 

and may he increase your charity so that you may persevere with all patience 

until death. Amen. 

 That together with Saint Augustine and all the saints you may be able to 

possess the happiness of heaven where the Church rejoices to see her children 

joining with the saints in everlasting peace. Amen.  

 And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son + and the 

Holy Spirit, come down on you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

  



  



  



INTRODUCTION: 
 Beloved community, we have come together to express our gratitude and 

to celebrate the 25-year anniversary of the RAY.  Throughout these years, the 

Lord has continuously touched many restless hearts.  He looks at us with mercy. 

Let us then feel loved and welcomed by Him.  Let us be nourished by the 

certainty that God always carries us in his heart, heals us and gives us joy.  Let 

us remember the words of Pope Francis during the WYD in Panama: The Lord’s 

love is greater than all our problems, frailties and flaws.  Yet it is precisely 

through our problems, frailties and flaws that he wants to write this love story.  

With a willing and grateful heart, we begin this moment of personal and 

communitarian encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

SONG NO. 1 (SUGGESTION: UNIDOS BY JOSÉ MANUEL DURÁN) 

 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
May Jesus be blessed, praised and adored in the most Holy Sacrament of the 

Altar 

 

All: We are your friends, Lord.  You love us and we wish to love you back.  We 

are believers of this Christian community.  Though we are sinners, we yearn to 

be holy. Enlighten us in this moment of prayer. We wish to listen to your call and 

be apostles among our brothers. 

 

N1. We believe, Lord, that You are the only way that leads to the Father.  But 

there are many men and women, our brothers and sisters who are lost without 

knowing that you have created them for yourself.  They do not know that you 

have redeemed them with the price of your blood. They are not able to give 

meaning to their lives nor they aspire to occupy the place you have prepared for 

them in your glory.  For us believers and for those who do now know you, we 

come to pray to you at this very moment. 

 

All: We thank you for the gift of life and the treasure of faith, for the joy and hope 

you instill in our hearts, for the gift of love and for the certainty of being forgiven 

by your mercy. 

 

N2. We come to adore you, Jesus, because you are the Son of God, one with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit.  You live forever and ever.  You possess the fullness 



of grace and you are Wisdom and Truth.  You are worthy of adoration, glory and 

praise forever. 

 

All:  For this, we give you thanks, you who have become man and is formed from 

the same clay, you who know our anguishes, weaknesses and fears and have 

tasted our very joys, hopes and successes,  you who have left us the 

commandment of love,  have remained in the Eucharist and  have died and risen 

for our sake. 

 

N3. Master, speak to our hearts tonight, because your word nourishes us and 

forgives us. It enlightens our life.  Make us wise with the wisdom of God. 

All: We seek to listen to you today with the attention of Mary of Bethany, with 

the faith of the twelve apostles, with the love of Mary your Mother who kept your 

actions and words in her heart to meditate on them and to make them real in 

her life.  Help us to remain vigilant like her in time of worship.  Amen. 

 

SILENCE. 

 

BIBLICAL POINTS 

 Through the proposed biblical text, meditate on our need for God and 

internalize it in a personal way and as a community. 

 

Biblical Exposition 

Jn 15, 1-8 
With God everything is possible. 

a. Authentic disciple of Jesus: Jn 15 
b. No one can bear fruit, if he does not remain united to the vine. 
c. We glorify the Father by bearing fruit.  
d. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you.  
e. I call you friends. 
f. I have chosen you. 

Augustinian Elements 

Beggars of God (Jn. 15: 1-8) 
a) The interior journey of Saint Augustine is, above all, a grace. It is a gift 

of God.  The human being is so poor that he cannot do anything 

without the help of God. (Jn 15,5) 

 



b) The “third conversion” (Benedict XVI), towards grace1. 1 Cor 4:7,  “What 
do you possess that you have not received?” The only thing man can 
call his own is his sin.  Everything else comes from God:  We owe him 
our identity and existence, our capacity to live well and to understand 
correctly. We do not possess anything properly ours, other than our 
sins.2 
 

c) In the De praedestinatione sanctorum, Saint Augustine repeats the 
words of Saint Cyprian (note on 1 Cor 4,7: We cannot boast of anything 
because nothing is ours.):3 Let no one claim anything for himself.  No 
one possesses something that is good, had he not received it from the 
One who is the only good.4 

 

SILENCE. 

 

SONG NO. 2 (SUGGESTION: “HASTA LA LOCURA”) 

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER 

To you, O Lord, I lift up soul, to you who are my God. 

Make me know your ways, 

show me your paths. 

Into your truth, guide my steps, instruct me, 

You who are my God and my Savior. 

I have waited for you the whole day, 

be good to me and remember me. 

Remember how you have been compassionate and generous 

from all eternity. 

Do not remember the faults and the evil ways of my youth; 

but remember me with your love. 

The Lord is good and upright; 

so, show the way to those who have sinned (Psalm 25). 

  

SILENCE. 

                                                           
1 Benedict XVI, Homily, 22-IV-2007 
2 S. 176,6 
3 Praed. 7.  
4 En. Ps. 126, 4. 



C: Lord Jesus, we are in your presence to praise and thank you.  We desire to be 

your faithful followers, so with conviction we say: 

V/- Long live Jesus in the Holy Sacrament! 

R/- May he live and be loved! 

Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory 

 

C: Lord Jesus, we give you thanks for your presence in our lives.  We praise you 

for always accompanying us, so with gratitude we say to you: 

V/- Long live Jesus in the Holy Sacrament! 

R/- May he live and be loved! 

Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory 

 

C: Lord Jesus, our only desire is to fulfill your will in our lives.  We ask you to help 

us find the right and enlightened way, so with love we say to you: 

V/- Long live Jesus in the Holy Sacrament! 

R/- May he live and be loved! 

Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory 

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

 Let us pray to our merciful Father so that his patience and love may be for 

us all a constant invitation to return to him. With confidence, we say: 

 

R// Lord, you who call us to be your witnesses, hear us. 

 

1. For the universal Church, for the Pope and the bishops so that they may 

welcome the different youth groups and movements that, with their 

fidelity to the Spirit, keep the Church young. We pray: 

 

2. For the Augustinian Recollect Youth, so that, through the intercession of 

our Father Saint Augustine and the joy of his testimony, they may be 

yeasts in the world and may lead other young people to faith.  We pray: 

 



3. For the fruitful celebration of the 25th anniversary of the RAY, so that it may 

be a time of grace that promotes the life of faith of our youth and 

strengthens our mission with them.  We pray: 

 

4. For the youth who live in divided families, in risky environment or in 

difficult situations, so that in their suffering, the light of faith may lead 

them to maturity and thus becoming light for others.  We pray: 

 

 

5. For the young people of the world who live in countries at war, with few 

prospects for the future… so that as we open ourselves to these realities, 

our young men and women may use their time for the good of their 

brothers and sisters.  We pray: 

 

6. For the young people here present, so that they may discover their 

vocation as salt of the earth and lead a life of the gospel in their 

relationships, leisure, study and work.  We pray: 

 

SONG (SUGGESTION: NADIE TE AMA COMO YO) 

 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
 

A YOUTH PRAYS FOR VOCATIONS … 

 

Heavenly Father, 

You who mold us in our mother’s womb 

and give us a concrete role in building your Kingdom: 

Grant us the grace to discover the way 

You have made for us, 

the way through which we may use the gifts you have given  

for your greater glory. 

Stir in our hearts the desire to follow your will 

and to respond with generosity and courage 

as we acknowledge that you know us better than we know ourselves 

 

May the youth of our community 

open their hearts to your will 



and find in our families and parishes 

a place where they receive support and encouragement 

regardless of the vocation they pursue. 

 

Send us your Spirit to inspire our young men and women 

in their vocation effort for holiness, 

that creates an intimate friendship with you 

so that they may become holy husbands and wives, 

Holy mothers, sisters or religious women 

Holy fathers, brothers, religious men and priests 

Holy deacons and consecrated virgins, 

Holy and chaste single men and women. 

 

Above all, we recognize our urgent need for holy men and women, 

who are beacons of light in a culture of darkness. 

 

To you, merciful Father, we offer this prayer, 

with the intercession of Mary, our Mother of Consolation, 

in the Holy Spirit 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.. 

 

 

LITANY, BENEDICTION AND REPOSITION 

 

SONG NO. 4 (SUGGESTED:  EL HIMNO DE LA JAR) 

  



  



  



Look at how they love each other  

and how  prepared they are to die for each other.” 

 (TERTULLIAN, 2nd Century) 

 

THE FIRST CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES 

 

1. OPENING PRAYER 

 

 Lord, we place into your hands these young men and women, this special 

celebration of the Recollect Augustinian Youth, and all those who have left an 

imprint in the history of the RAY.  Lord, make our way of life and community 

living flourish according to the ideals of Saint Augustine. May we always be of 

one soul and one heart on our way to you.  Bestow on us today your Spirit who 

illumines the Gospel and our heart on this very special occasion, and place us 

under the care of Mary, our Mother and protectress, so that she may 

continuously guide our steps and our journey towards holiness.  Amen. 
 

 

2. READING 

Acts  4: 32-37 

 

 The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one 

claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they had everything in 

common.  With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all.  There was no needy person 

among them, for those who own property or houses would sell them, bring the 

proceeds of the sale, and put them at the feet of the apostles, and they were 

distributed to each according to need.  Thus, Joseph, also named by the apostles 

Barnabas (which is translates “son of encouragement”, a Levite, a Cypriot by 

birth, sold a piece of property that he owned, then brought the money and put it 

at the feet of the apostles. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 



3. MEDITATION 

 

 In the reading of the Acts of the Apostles, the evangelist Luke presents 

the Paschal Church.  He illustrates a beautiful image of the ideal  Church that 

Jesus wants: “The community of believers was of one heart and mind.”   Unity 

and communion are characteristics of the Paschal Church. 

 

 “No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they had 

everything in common.”  This is not  self-righteousness, but an embodied 

communion where everyone shares whatever goods, talents, time and gifts he 

or she may have. 

 

 The apostles bore witness with  great power to the resurrection of the 

Lord; such Church is founded in the faith of the apostles where the witnessing 

of each one contributes to  growth of the whole, and pastors help us discover 

the presence of the Resurrected Lord.  No one was in need of anything.  It is 

then a Church where we fight misery through sharing, where austerity and 

solidarity become a sign of the Paschal Church through communion and 

witnessing.  This is the kind of Church Jesus  dreams of for us. 

 

 What a beautiful way of living life!  The early Christian communities had 

problems of their own and tried to find solutions to them, but love prevailed 

that made them feel united.  Thus, the sacred author commented, “they were 

well regarded by all,” and on another occasion he also said, “Look at how they 

love each other.” 

 

 In the early Christian communities, the followers of Jesus placed their 

goods in common and, “they had one soul and one heart.  That lifestyle 

validated the love of God for humanity, offering them a credible sign that God 

had sent his Son to the world to save it.  And the people, having perceived 

such great wonder, exclaimed:  “Look at how they love each.” 

 

 Today Jesus is asking for a second sign:  Let our unity be authentic and 

perfect “so that the world may see that you have sent me.”  Jesus bases the 

outcome of the mission on the unity of his followers.  “Go and make disciples of 

all nations…” But let them go united as Jesus says to his Father,  “You and I are 

one.” 

 



 This is the invitation for us members of the Recollect Augustinian Youth.  

On the occasion of our 25th foundation anniversary,  more than ever, we want to 

revive the spirit of our Father Saint Augustine and to strengthen our resolve to 

live in community that is not limited to our own, but that extends to other groups 

in other countries, who also live the same spirituality.  The most important thing 

in this celebration is to know that we are  not alone and that we have numerous 

brothers and sisters, whom we can count on, that we are a big family spread 

throughout the world, who lives and dreams like us and who watches over us at 

all times.  An Augustinian Recollect friar used to say: “Cuando los locos seamos 

más,  locos serán los otros…” (The more crazy we are, others will be crazy as well.)  

Thus, it is about transmitting to others our joy of following Christ with a restless 

heart like Saint Augustine who was  tireless and persevering in his search for 

God. 

 

Words of Pope Francis: 

Summary of Pope Francis’ homily at Santa Marta: a commentary on Acts 4,32-37 

 

 “Each Christian community should compare its life with the very life of the 

early Church and establish its own capacity to live in harmony, to bear witness 

to the resurrection of Christ and to help the poor.”  The three characteristics of 

the early Christian community as described in the Acts of the Apostle are: 

capable of living in full harmony within, of  outwardly bearing testimony to 

Christ, and of preventing its members from suffering misery;  the three qualities 

of those reborn of the Spirit, who gives life to the first nucleus of the new 

Christians are: 

 

 “They had one heart and one soul.”  Peace.  A community in peace.  This 

means that in that community, there was no space for gossip, envy, slander, and 

defamation.  Peace and forgiveness: ‘Love encompassed everything. ’ 

 

 “To be considered a Christian community, we must ask ourselves 

regarding the attitude of Christians.  Are they meek and humble? Do they fight 

each other in that community because of envy?  Do they gossip? If that is the 

case, “they are not on the path of Jesus Christ.”  “This characteristic is very 

important, because the devil always tries to divide us.  He is the father of 

division.” 

 

 This does not mean that the early community never had any problem.  In 

fact,  there were “internal struggles, doctrinal differences and power struggles 



among the first Christians.  For example, when widows lamented that the 

apostles did not attend to them well.  For this reason, they had to appoint 

deacons.  Nevertheless, the initial strong moment established the essence of 

the community born of the Spirit. 

 

 Secondly, it was a community of witnesses of the faith.  Does our 

community today bear witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ?  Does this 

parish or community or diocese truly believe in the Risen Christ?  or it affirms 

that He has resurrected but  does not fully believe in it, because its heart is far 

from the Spirit.  We  must bear witness that Jesus is alive and lives among us. 

And thus it can be seen how  well a  Christian community is doing.”  

 

 The third characteristic that allows us to see how a Christian community 

is doing has something to do with the poor. 

 

 “Firstly, what is the attitude of this community towards the poor? 

Secondly, is the community poor in spirit?  Does it place its trust in riches or 

power?” 

 

 “Harmony, witnessing, poverty and caring for the  poor.  And this is what 

Jesus was explaining to Nicodemus:  Being born from on high.  Because it is 

only the Spirit who can do this. This is the work of the Spirit.  The Spirit founds 

the Church. The Spirit builds unity.  The Spirit moves you to give testimony.  The 

Spirit makes you poor, because He is the true wealth and makes you care for 

the poor.” 

 

4. QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION (moment of silence) 

 

 What does the biblical text tell us? 
 

 How do we live it in our small community?  
 

 How is the relationship among brothers and sisters? 
 

 Do we serve the large community of the Church or do I limit myself 

to our small group? 
 

 Do we have an authentic community or is it only a group of friends? 
 

 Do we carry out solidarity actions outside our communities? 



 

 Are we concerned of the RAY brothers and sisters around the world?  

Are we aware of the missions and realities in which they live in other 

parts of world? 
 

 How can we help revitalize the Augustinian Recollect communities? 

 

5. CONTEMPLATION 

 

 We thank you Lord for we feel loved on this path of serving the Church in 

community.  We need you in our life as restless young men and women in 

constant search.  We place at your feet our fears, our insecurities, our families 

and all the realities that many youngsters are experiencing all over the world, 

most especially those who receive threats simply because they choose to follow 

you.  Lord, today we wish to offer our Recollect Augustinian Youth and put them 

once more at the service of  your Church and of those most in need.  We need 

you for us to understand that our life begins with our communities, which 

always start at home.  We ask you to give us a united heart, capable of 

perceiving that love that arose from the early Christian communities.  It is that 

great love that has been spoken of: “look at how they love each other.”  May our 

simple gestures of brotherhood spread the love and desire to live a life of 

holiness according to the Gospel. 

 

 Lord, may we always radiate the joy of  being young men and women who 

are loved and have a heart ready to serve whoever is in need and most especially 

a heart that knows how to love in community. 

 

6. COMMITMENT 

 

 To form ourselves as a community. 
 

 To increase our sense of brotherhood, following the example of the early 

Christian communities. 
 

 To share the Eucharist with my brothers. 
 

 To realize solidarity works in community. 
 

 - To pray for the Augustinian Recollect community all over the world. 



7. FINAL PRAYER 

 

 Thank you, Lord, for calling us to walk on this path.  We ask you to 

continuously work in the hearts of many young men and women and to fill them 

with this constant restlessness to search for the truth, always united in your love 

and strengthened in the Eucharist.  We place in your hands, Lord,  the hearts of 

all the members of the RAY  as you call them to serve you. 

 

 We pray for vocations to the Augustinian Recollect way of life.  May we  

hear your call and  have an open heart. 

 

 We wish to thank you, Lord, for these 25 years of existence, for all the 

beautiful moments that you have given us and for those that are to come.  Never 

allow us to be alone on the way. 

 We thank you for all our friars, who taught us true service and  who are 

reflections of authentic community life and of how it supposed to be lived. 

 

 Give us Lord a heart like that of Saint Augustine to be able to love our 

brothers and sisters and to serve you, as we contemplate the beauty of  

community living. 

 

 May all this be for the glory of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit, Amen. 

  



  



 

  



 

INTRODUCTION 

 Guide: As we celebrate the 25th year anniversary of the Recollect 

Augustinian Youth, it is but proper for us to thank the Virgin Mary, Mother of 

Hope and Consolation, for her constant protection. 

 

 Let us prepare ourselves for this moment of prayer, as we invoke God who 

has Mary as Daughter, Spouse and Mother. 

 

+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

SONG: 

“CONTIGO MARÍA” – ATHENAS. SPANISH VERSION   

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=KKVTD-KAM6A 

 

“CONTIGO MARÍA” – ATHENAS. PORTUGUESE VERSION  

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=BSH_AQAQXRU 

 

Guide: “The image of Mary has always left an impression to Christians because 

of her beauty and virginal purity,  because of her faith, humility and sweetness,  

because of her total dedication to God, because of her dignity as Mother of 

God.”1  Let us listen with a willing heart to the Word of God: 

 

Reader 1: 

A reading from the Gospel according to Saint Luke (1: 39 – 56) 

 During those days Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to 

a town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, 

and Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most 

blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how 

does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at 

the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb 

leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by 

the Lord would be fulfilled.” And Mary said:  “My soul proclaims the greatness 

of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior. For he has looked upon his 

handmaid's lowliness; behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed. The 

                                                           
1 Capánaga, Victorino, Agustín de Hipona, BAC, 1974, p. 184 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkVtd-kam6A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSh_AqaqxRU


 

Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is 

from age to age to those who fear him. He has shown might with his arm, 

dispersed the arrogant of mind and heart. He has thrown down the rulers from 

their thrones but lifted up the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good things; 

the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped Israel his servant, remembering 

his mercy, according to his promise to our fathers, to Abraham and to his 

descendants forever.” Mary remained with her about three months and then 

returned to her home.  

 

REFLECTION OF POPE FRANCIS 2 

 Reader 2: 

 According to Luke’s Gospel, once Mary has received the message of the 

angel and said “yes” to the call to become the Mother of the Saviour, she sets 

out in haste to visit her cousin Elizabeth, who was in the sixth month of her 

pregnancy (cf. 1:36, 39). Mary is very young; what she was told is a great gift, but 

it also entails great challenges. The Lord assured her of his presence and 

support, yet many things remain obscure in her mind and heart. Yet Mary does 

not shut herself up at home or let herself be paralyzed by fear or pride. Mary is 

not the type that, to be comfortable, needs a good sofa where she can feel safe 

and sound. She is no couch potato! (cf. Address at the Vigil, Kraków, 30 July 

2016). If her elderly cousin needs a hand, she does not hesitate, but immediately 

sets off. 

 

 It was a long way to the house of Elizabeth, about 150 kilometres. But the 

young woman from Nazareth, led by the Holy Spirit, knows no obstacles. Surely, 

those days of journeying helped her to meditate on the marvellous event of 

which she was a part. So it is with us, whenever we set out on pilgrimage. Along 

the way, the events of our own lives come to mind, we learn to appreciate their 

meaning and we discern our vocation, which then becomes clear in the 

encounter with God and in service to others.  

 

Brief silence. 

 

                                                           
2 Mensaje del Papa Francisco para la Jornada Mundial de la Juventud 2017 (21-III-2017) 



 

Guide: Meditate for a moment and answer these questions: 

 

1. What are the things in our mind and heart that remain unclear? 

2. Do I still act in spite of my fear? 

 

SONG: 

“MARÍA NO HABLA” – AZENETH GONZÁLEZ  

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=SSQJN-GANA0  

 

Reader 3: 

 The meeting of Mary and Elizabeth, the young and the old, is filled with 

the presence of the Holy Spirit. It is an encounter of joy and wonder. (cf. Lk 1:40-

45)  These two mothers and the children in their wombs almost dance for joy. 

Elizabeth, stunned by the faith of Mary, exclaims: “Blessed are you who believed 

that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” (v.45). Faith is one 

of the greatest gifts Mary has received.  Believing in God is an invaluable gift, 

but it also entails a certain responsibility;  and Elizabeth blesses Mary for that.  

She in turn responds with the Magnificat (Cf. 1: 45-46):  “The Almighty has done 

great things for me.” (v.49). 

 

 The prayer of Mary is revolutionary.  It is a song of a young woman full of 

faith and aware of her limitations, but she trusts in the mercy of God.  This valiant 

woman of small stature gives thanks to God because He has looked at her 

lowliness and carried out the work of salvation among her poor and humble 

people.  Faith is at the core of Mary’s story.  Her canticle helps us understand  

that the mercy of the Lord is the moving force of our personal history and  that 

of the whole humanity. 

 

 When God touches one’s heart, he or she is empowered to do wonders.  

The great things the Almighty has done in the life of Mary mirror the journey of 

our life, which is not a meaningless wandering but a pilgrimage that finds 

fullness in God despite uncertainties and sufferings. (Cf. Angelus, 15-VIII-2015).   

Probably you will say:  “But, Father, I am very limited.  I am a sinner.  What can I 

do?”   When God calls us, he does not focus on who we are,  nor on what we 

have done.  On the contrary, when he calls us, he looks at  everything we can 

give, and at the love we are capable of offering.  Just like Mary, you can transform 

your life into an instrument to make the world better.  Jesus calls you to leave a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssqjN-GAnA0


 

footprint that would mark your own history and that of many others. 

(Cf. Address, Vigil, Cracovia, 30-VII-2016). 

 

Brief silence. 

 

Guide: In silence, tell God your aspirations and the great things you are called to 

undertake.  

 

SONG: 

AVE MARÍA – CELINÉS 

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=J95T5ETLIOM 

 

Reader 4: 

 Mary is just a little bit older than you.  But she is able to praise her people 

and history in the Magnificat.  This simply teaches us that to be young does not 

mean to be detached from the past.  Our personal history is part of a lengthy 

journey of a community that has preceded us for centuries.  Like Mary, we 

belong to a people.  And the history of the Church shows us that, even as she 

crosses rough seas, the hand of God is there to guide and make her overcome 

difficult times.  An authentic experience in the Church is not like a flash mob, 

where we go, make a performance and then each one goes his own way.  The 

Church has a long tradition, which is transmitted from one generation to 

another, and is enriched at the same time with the experience of each individual. 

Your history also has a place within the history of the Church. 

 

 I would like to ask you some questions:  How do you keep in your memory 

the events and experiences of life?  What do you do with the facts and images 

recorded in your memory? Some, who were hurt by the circumstances of life 

would like to restart their past, to exercise the right to forget.  But I would like to 

remind you that there is no saint without a past, nor a sinner without a future.  

The pearl is formed from a wound in the oyster. Jesus, with his love, can heal our 

hearts, by transforming our wounds into  genuine pearls, as Saint Paul said,  the 

Lord shows his strength through our weakness (Cf. 2 Cor. 12:9). 

 Our memories, nevertheless, ought not to pile up, just like a hard disk.  Not 

everything can be stored in a virtual cloud.  We must learn to transform the 

events of the past into a dynamic reality, to reflect on these experiences and to 

draw from them a lesson and meaning for our present and future.  Discovering 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J95T5ETLIOM


 

the crimson thread of God’s love that connects our entire existence is a difficult 

but necessary task. 

 

 Many say that you, young people, are forgetful and superficial, which I do 

not believe.  Nonetheless, it is necessary  for us at present to recover the ability 

to reflect on our life and to direct it towards the future.  Having a past is not the 

same as having a history.  In our life, we can have many memories, but how 

many of you truly build our memory?  Are they significant or do they help us 

give meaning to our existence?  In social networks, there are many faces of 

young men and women in so many photos, which talk of more or less real 

events, but we do not know how much of all this is authentic history, an 

experience with purpose and meaning.  Television programs are full of these so-

called reality shows, but they are not  real history.  These are but some scenes 

captured by  the camera where the characters live their lives meaninglessly.  Do 

not allow yourselves to be deceived by this false reality image.  Be protagonists 

of your history and make decisions for you own future. 

 

SONG: 

ELLA – JON CARLO  

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=CPGSVTUIJ9G 

 

FINAL PRAYER 

Guide: Under Mary’s patronage, together we lift our hearts to God.  Let us slowly 

pray with one voice: 

 

In this world where we human beings live, 

there are plenty of reasons to be sad and to fall in desperate situations: 

War, hatred, vengeance, crying and pain; 

Sometimes these realities happen from afar, sometimes nearby, in either case 

the sting manages to hurt us. 

For this reason, O God, we truly need the solace of your love!  

Do not cease to comfort your people in Mary, Mother of Consolation. 

 

The evils that continuously threaten existence, 

can make us go through bad times and nights of confusion, 

But living our faith, like Mary of Nazareth, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPGSvtUIJ9g


 

we learn to trust in God, who always comforts his people Israel. 

Mother of Consolation, teach us that with Jesus Christ, your Son, 

joy is born and continuously being reborn, although sadness plagues our 

hearts. 

 

Because human life is fragile, and treacherous is the heartbeat that sustains it, 

all of us undergo difficult times when discouragement spreads, 

and giving in to despair may seem to be the easiest way out. 

But with Mary, Mother of Hope, who overcame all forms of adversity, 

we find a safe refuge amidst our affliction. 

Mary, Mother of Consolation, come to share our bitter sorrows, 

which, as you know, are path that leads to Christ, our salvation. 

 

Our times are besieged by the tyranny of war, 

a threat against the peace, which righteous men and women long for. 

Some tyrants seek to affirm their diminished intelligence and wasted freedom, 

and they arouse hatred and incite vengeance, as if their dignity consists in this 

maleficence.  

Mother of Consolation, you who know how far evil can go, 

Make love overcome all obstacle on the way towards peace. 

 

The weeping that arises from pain proves how much our humanity suffers, 

and the pain that we inflict upon each other cries out for justice and charity; 

We are in need of moments of encounter and dialogue which build 

brotherhood. 

Mother of Consolation, look at your children with tenderness and compassion, 

and help us nourish reconciliation that brings about forgiveness. 

Mother of Consolation, make us desire the healing touch of your love! 

 

(Fabián Martín Gómez, Augustinian Recollect) 

 

 

SONG: 

“EL PODEROSO HA HECHO MARAVILLAS” - HIMNO JMJAR  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6ImPij5CGo 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6ImPij5CGo


 

  



 

  



         
         THE AUGUSTINIAN CHARISM OF THE RAY 

 
Introduction 

 If we  are to define in a simple way what charism is, we say that it is a 

special way of being disciples of Jesus, of following the Master and living his 

Gospel. 

 

 Charism is a gift the Holy Spirit bestows on someone for the sake of the 

Church.  It is an experience of the Spirit, which entails a distinctive way of being, 

a specific mission and spirituality, a lifestyle of fraternal life and a structure at 

the service of the Church’s mission. 

 

 Therefore, Saint Augustine’s particular way of following Christ and living 

the Gospel is the gift with which the Holy Spirit has endowed the Church 

through this saint.  This Augustinian charism we have inherited from Saint 

Augustine  has endlessly inspired the life of his spiritual sons and daughters 

throughout history, and is manifested in the different kinds of vocations through 

our experience of that very same gift.  

 

 “The Augustinian charism is summed up in the love of God without 

condition, which unites hearts and souls in the common life of brotherhood, and 

is diffused towards all human beings to win them over and unite them in Christ 

within the Church.”1 

 

 The experience of the charism transmits the vitality of the Spirit; it is the 

source of personal and communitarian renewal, and  an impetus to readily serve 

the Church. 

 

 We as Augustinian Recollects have the right and duty to spread in our 

ministries the charism the Holy Spirit poured forth into his Church through Saint 

Augustine and the Augustinian Recollection.  The Augustinian Recollect way of 

doing apostolate demands a unique presence  in the life of the Church.  Hence, 

every Augustinian Recollect community ought to be a center of prayer and 

recollection, of personal and community dialogue with God, generously offering 

concrete initiatives and services  rooted in contemplation and community living, 

so that young men and women  may find authentic teachers of prayers and 

agents of communion and peace in the Church and in the world. 2 

                                                           
1 Constitutions O.A.R. 6.  
2 Cf. Constitutions O.A.R. 282-283.  



         
         THE AUGUSTINIAN CHARISM OF THE RAY 

 
 In short, the Augustinian Recollect charism is based on the Augustinian 

principle of interiority, community and service to the Church. 

 

The Augustinian element as a distinctive feature of the RAY 

 We read in the statutes that the Augustinian element is the last among 

the five features of the RAY. The Recollect Augustinian Youth “search for and 

proclaim God and his Kingdom, and strive to achieve the union of souls and 

hearts in God according to the ideals of Saint Augustine, following the examples 

of the saints and religious, models of the whole Augustinian Recollect family, 

which they enrich with their youth and dynamism.3 

 

 This Augustinian element, being the last, is not the least important, nor is 

it ranked according to degree of importance, nor is it a mere embellishment of 

the text, which can be dispensed with.  It is the element that provides structure 

to the other four elements and characterizes the unique Gospel experience of 

the Recollect Augustinian Youth.  In other words, it brings to life the Augustinian 

Recollect charism among the youth, since it will be the very inspiration by which 

they pray, live in community of brothers and sisters, proclaim God and build his 

Kingdom in the Church and in the world. 

 

 This does not mean that the youth must repeat and imitate the spiritual 

itinerary of Saint Augustine, but rather they ought to live their lives based on the 

values of the Augustinian charism. “There are some testimonies that may prove 

helpful and inspiring, but that we are not meant to copy, for that could even lead 

us astray from the one specific path that the Lord has in mind for us.” 4 

  

 It must be clear to us that as Recollect Augustinian Youth, we do not follow 

Saint Augustine.  We follow Jesus Christ according to the ideals of Saint 

Augustine.  

 

It is God whom we seek 

 As Recollect Augustinian Youth, we search for God through 

contemplation and interiority.  We are inspired by the principle of Augustinian 

interiority.  Saint Augustine said: “Do not desire to go out, but rather get inside 

                                                           
3 RAY Statues 8e. 
4 Francis, Post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit  (CV) 162; Cf. Apostolic Exhortation, Gaudete et 
Exultate 11. 



         
         THE AUGUSTINIAN CHARISM OF THE RAY 

 
of yourself for it is in there where the Truth dwells. And once you find It, 

transcend yourself.5  In the process of interiority, we put an end to our external 

dispersion, and  we search for God in our heart, where He is waiting for us.  God 

is “more intimately present to me than my innermost being,6 and infuses in our 

hearts restlessness that moves us to seek him.  We search to find and to 

continue searching,7 to discover him within us and to rest in contemplation of 

the Immutable Truth and Supreme Good.  We discover him there as God – Love, 

who loves the youth intensely and profoundly. “His love is so real, so true, so 

concrete, that it invites us to a relationship of openness and fruitful dialogue.”8 

This search and encounter with God demand from us a profound life of prayer 

and an intimate and vital union with Jesus.  And this union is only possible 

through Him, with Him and in Him.  Thus, Christ becomes the supreme rule and 

path to follow based on the Gospel within the Church. “One follows Christ in as 

much as he imitates Him. 9 

  

 In Jesus, we find the loving face of the Father and discover his plan of 

salvation for us.  We believe that in Him we have been saved and that his open 

arms on the cross are the most precious, eloquent  and supreme sign of His 

love.  In him we regain true freedom.  We believe that he is alive, that he has 

searched for us and found us, that he loves and saves us, and invites us to enter 

in friendship with Him.  This experience with Jesus solidifies and sustains our 

whole life of faith. 10 

 

 Wherever the Father and Jesus Christ are, there is also the Holy Spirit, who 

inspires us;  it is the Holy Spirit who prepares and opens  our hearts to receive 

the love of God and the salvation in Jesus; it is the Spirit who keeps our 

experience of salvation alive and helps us grow in joy. The Holy Spirit fills the 

heart with the Risen Christ and becomes for us a spring of life. The Holy Spirit 

makes us enter more and more into the heart of Christ to continuously fill us 

with his love, light and strength.11 He makes us fall in love in a definitive and 

absolute way.12 

                                                           
5  On the True Religion 29, 52 
6  Cf. Confessions III, 6 ,11. 
7 Cf. On the Trinity 15, 2, 2. 
8 CV 117. 
9  Cf. On Holy Virginity 27. 
10 Cf. CV 120-129.   
11 Cf. CV 130. 
12 Cf. CV 132.  
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Thanks to the work of the Holy Spirit in us, we enter into a dialogue of friendship 

with the Lord and we are enflamed in his love.  Our prayer and piety are our way 

of giving back to God that much love he poured into our hearts.    

 

It is God whom we share 

 The God whom we discover in our conscience and in our heart and who 

wants to manifest in us his plan of salvation, is shared with other young men 

and women in community living and in the mission of proclaiming the Gospel.  

Thus, after having discovered God, we share Him with our brothers and sisters 

in community.  In our experience of God, we make a portrait of the early Christian 

community of Jerusalem that so strongly impressed  Saint Augustine.  This is 

our unique way of living the Gospel: life in community of brothers and sisters.  

Because we need others to be faithful to our identity.13“God loves the joy of 

young people. He wants them especially to share in the joy of fraternal 

communion, the sublime joy felt by those who share with others, for “it is more 

blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 

Cor 9:7). Fraternal love multiplies our ability to experience joy, since it makes us 

rejoice in the good of others: “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 

who weep” (Rom 12:15). 14 

 

 The Augustinian community spirit is based on Augustine’s theology of the 

Church.  He sees the Church as the Mystical body of Christ of which we are all 

members. 

 

 It is the spirit of Jesus that unites us in community of brothers and sisters.  

We try to embody the values of the early Christian community, which would 

have to characterize the Augustinian communities.  We wish “to  keep with 

renewed spirit the ideals of Saint Augustine, of living like brothers and sisters 

‘with one heart and one soul’ (Rule 1,2), that reflects the ideals of the first 

Christians and be a living prophecy of communion in this our world, so that there 

may be no division, nor conflicts nor exclusion, but harmony reign and dialogue 

be promoted.”15 

                                                           
13 Cf. Commentary on the Psalms, 125, 13. 
14 CV 167.  
15 Speech of Pope Francis delivered to capitulars of the General Chapter of the Augustinian Recollects, Rome, 
October 20,2016. 
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 The centrality of Jesus empowers us to live strongly the means that 

consolidate community.   We live fraternal communion through prayer, 

formation, mutual edification and solidarity. “The love of God that has been 

poured out into our hearts through the holy Spirit that has been given to us” 

(Rom 5:5), unites us in fraternal communion of brothers and sisters. In 

community, we love each other as children of God and  as brothers and sisters 

of Christ, reciprocally honoring the Holy Spirit, of whom we are living temples; 

we place our  whole selves at the service of love; we support and forgive each 

other; we delicately practice fraternal correction and receive it with humility, and 

we help each other with our prayers before God.16 

 

 As means to persevere in interiority and in community we want to live a 

life moved by the Spirit. We assiduously and prayerfully read the Word of God; 

we frequent the sacraments, especially the Eucharist “the sacrament of piety, 

sign of unity and bond of charity,”17 which makes us present in Jesus, unites us 

more as brothers and sisters, and impassions  us to follow him, to love in 

community and to be concerned of social issues. 

 

It is God whom we proclaim 

 Contemplative love, as well as uniting hearts and souls in community, is 

itself diffusive and apostolic.18 He who loves knows that his/her essence is to 

give and transmit. Apostolic zeal moves us to spread the Kingdom, to transform 

the temporal realities in which we live our faith, to transmit with joy and 

enthusiasm the God whom we found and shared, and who is now transformed 

into that God whom we proclaim.  We believe in this God who loves  and seeks 

the youth.  He did it first to us and so we feel obliged to transmit such experience 

“to steal everyone for God, for Christ.”19 

 

 We are not driven by any zeal to proselytize but by the love of God who 

wants us all to become Church. For this reason, our apostolic commitment is 

rooted in our prophetic vocation we received in baptism. According to the ideals 

of Saint Augustine and the Augustinian Recollection, we are at the service of 

the Church wherever we may be needed. Our following of Jesus would not be 

complete if we do not embody the evangelizing aspect in our experience of faith.  

                                                           
16  Cf. Const. O.A.R.  17. 
17  Treatise on the Gospel of John 26, 13. 
18  Const. O.A.R. 23. 
19  Cf. Sermon 90, 10. 
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It is impossible for us not to speak about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4, 

20) As we are in love with Christ, we are called to bear witness to the Gospel 

everywhere with our own lives.20 

 

 The Lord is calling us to enkindle stars in the night of other young people. 

He asks you to look to the true stars, all those varied signs he gives us to guide 

our way, and to imitate the farmer who watches the stars before going out to 

plough his field. God lights up stars to help us keep walking: “The stars shine in 

their watches, and are glad; he calls them, and they say: ‘Here we are!’” (Bar 3:34-

35). Christ himself is our great light of hope and our guide in the night, for he is 

the “bright morning star.” (Rev 22:16)21 

 

The Kingdom that we build 

 Nothing that is truly human is alien to us. 22 For this reason, we are 

committed to building a better world so that the Kingdom that Jesus announced 

be a reality among us. 

 

 This Kingdom is not simply a doctrine that is taught, nor a morality that is 

imposed, nor an ideology that is transmitted; it is an attitude, a life, an 

experience, a person who has a face,  and that is Jesus. It is the horizon of every 

human being that, without ceasing to be one, becomes a path, a way of being 

and  doing in this world. 

 

 We wish to live the Kingdom based on the original and new existential 

dimension, which is love.  In the Beatitudes (Mt 5:1-10) and in the Gospel 

periscope Mt 25:31-46, we find the plan of action and the process by which we 

shall be judged. 23 

 

 “Solidarity likewise springs from our faith in Christ as a permanent attitude 

of encounter, brotherly and sisterly spirit, and service, which is to be manifested 

invisible options and gestures, primarily in defense of life and of the rights of the 

most vulnerable and excluded, and in continual accompaniment in their efforts 

to be agents for changing and transforming their situation.”24  

                                                           
20 Cf. CV 175. 
21 CV 33.  
22 Letter 78, 8. 
23 Papa Francis to the youth of Argentina, Rio de Janeiro, July 25, 2013.  
24  Aparecida Document 394. 
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 We assume a concrete and faith-based commitment to the building of a 

new society.  We live in the world and in the society to evangelize different 

situations, to work for peace, harmony, justice, human rights and mercy, and 

thus for the spreading of God’s kingdom in this world.  We fight for the common 

good and serve the poor; we are protagonists of charity and service, as we defy 

consumerism and superficial individualism.25 

 

Conclusion 

 Often, in our life, we have things clear or we are strengthening them in as 

much as we journey and live our life. 

 

 The Augustinian charism in the RAY has been lived throughout these 25 

years. In one way or another we have experienced and transmitted it. It is good 

that we can translate it into words and concepts, into values and ideals  for us 

to be docile even more to the action of the Spirit in us. We must not forget that 

it is the Spirit who gave us this charism and it is also the Spirit who revitalizes 

it. 

 

 Having these ideas in mind would be useless, if we do not embody them 

or make them a reality in our lives.  Pope Francis believes that “realities are 

greater than ideas.  This principle has to do with incarnation of the word and its 

being put into practice.” 26 Hopefully, this catechesis will help us embrace the 

Augustinian charism with passion and allow the Augustinian Recollect youth 

experience the same. 

 

 

 

+ Fr. Carlos María Domínguez O.A.R. 

Auxiliary Bishop of San Juan de Cuyo 

ARGENTINA 
f 

                                                           
25 CV 168. 174. 
26 Cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium 233.  


