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RAY YOUNGSTERS PROPHETS OF THE 
KINGDOM
CATECHESIS 9

Young people, caregivers instruments of creation

OPENING PRAYER 

A CHRISTIAN PRAYER IN UNION WITH CREATION
“LAUDATO SI” Numeral 246

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.
They came forth from your all-powerful hand;

they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love.
Praise be to you!

Son of God, Jesus,
through you all things were made.

You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother,
you became part of this earth,

and you gazed upon this world with human eyes.
Today you are alive in every creature

in your risen glory.
Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light
you guide this world towards the Father’s love
and accompany creation as it groans in travail.

You also dwell in our hearts
and you inspire us to do what is good.

Praise be to you!

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love,
teach us to contemplate you
in the beauty of the universe,
for all things speak of you.

Awaken our praise and thankfulness
for every being that you have made.

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined
to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world
as channels of your love

for all the creatures of this earth,
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
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Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,

that they may love the common good, advance the weak,
and care for this world in which we live.
The poor and the earth are crying out.

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,
help us to protect all life,

to prepare for a better future,
for the coming of your Kingdom

of justice, peace, love and beauty.
Praise be to you!

Amén.

BIBLICAL ENLIGHTENMENT (Genesis 1, 26-31)

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals,[a] and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 
and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.”
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth 
and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the 
beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the 
ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” 
And it was so.
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there 
was morning—the sixth day.

AUGUSTINIAN  ENLIGHTENMENT (Of True Religion N. 52)

We should not vainly behold the beauty of the sky, the order of the stars, the brightness 
of light, the alternations of day and night, the monthly courses of the moon, the fourfold 
seasons of the year, the meeting of the four elements, the life-force of seeds begetting 
forms and numbers, and all things that keep their nature and their appropriate measure 
each in its own kind. In considering these things there should be no exercise of vain and 
perishing curiosity, but a step should be taken towards immortal things that abide for ever. 
The first thing to notice is living nature which senses all these things. Because it gives 
life to the body it must necessarily excel the body. No mass of matter, however great or 
however bright, is to be held of much account if it is without life. Any living substance is 
by the law of nature to be preferred to any inanimate substance.

MAGISTERIUM ENLIGHTENMENT 

Catechism of the Catholic Church

343. Man is the summit of the Creator’s work, as the inspired account expresses by clearly 
distinguishing the creation of man from that of the other creatures. (cf Gn 1, 26).
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Apostolic Exhortation “Dear Amazonia”

58. In this regard, we can take one step further and note that an integral ecology cannot 
be content simply with fine-tuning technical questions or political, juridical and social 
decisions. The best ecology always has an educational dimension that can encourage the 
development of new habits in individuals and groups. Sadly, many of those living in 
the Amazon region have acquired habits typical of the larger cities, where consumerism 
and the culture of waste are already deeply rooted. A sound and sustainable ecology, one 
capable of bringing about change, will not develop unless people are changed, unless they 
are encouraged to opt for another style of life, one less greedy and more serene, more 
respectful and less anxious, more fraternal.

Apostolic Exhortation “Christus Vivit”

228. Nature holds a special attraction for many adolescents and young people who 
recognize our need to care for the environment. Such is the case with the scouting 
movement and other groups that encourage closeness to nature, camping trips, hiking, 
expeditions and campaigns to improve the environment. In the spirit of Saint Francis of 
Assisi, these experiences can be a real initiation into the school of universal fraternity and 
contemplative prayer.

TOPIC DEVELOPMENT 

Ecology in the Church

Christian ecology is, above all, an ecology of the human person. Man is not a fragment 
of the cosmos, but a creature made in the image of God and, therefore, superior to other 
created beings (CARBAJO NÚÑEZ M, 2016, trad. Karen L.). The encyclical letter 
Laudato Si (LS) of Pope Francis on the care of the common home, is a central text of the 
Church on issues of ecology. Proposing an integral ecology centered on the human being 
and its four fundamental relationships, since “there can be no ecology without an adequate 
anthropology” (LS 118). Stating that “we cannot presume to heal our relationship with 
nature and the environment without healing all fundamental human relationships” (LS 
119).

The ecological crisis does not only lie in ostensible political weakness («submission of 
politics to technology and finance») nor in the uncontrolled economic exploitation of the 
Earth that derives from there; the central origin of the catastrophe must be sought in the 
human being himself, in the great deterioration of his relational behavior («my relationship 
with my own self, with others, with God and with the earth»). Conversion saves the human 
being, who must learn «that genuine care for our own lives and our relationships with 
nature is inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others» (LS 70). Thus, true 
ecology is at the same time environmental protection, human ecology, social ecology and 
cultural ecology all rolled into one. «The human freedom», adds Francis, «we can put it at 
the service of another type of progress, one which is healthier, more human, more social, 
more integral» (LS 112). In addition to Laudato si, also the encyclical letters Populorum 
Progressio (1967) and Caritas in Veritate (2009), are other important documents, on the 
relationship between social responsibility and ecological self-destruction of the Earth.
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Divine Creation 

God loves man so much that he has left him clues and traces so that human beings can 
find him. Saint Augustine mainly highlights two paths: A living encounter through his 
own revelation, through the word in the Bible, and a cosmological encounter, through 
the other book that God wrote, which is the Book of Creatures (en. Ps. 45, 7). For Saint 
Augustine the cosmos that surrounds the human being is not only a medium in which 
the human being can satisfy his needs, nor is it only the habitat in which he lives. The 
world, all creation are a living and patent sign of the existence of a loving God who has 
arranged everything for the human being (en. Ps. 8, 10). That is why Saint Augustine 
when commenting on the psalm that says: “The heavens declare the glory of God;” (Psalm 
19, 1), says: “Through him everything was made, and without him nothing of what was 
done was made. The heavens proclaimed, proclaimed and will proclaim the glory of God” 
(en. Ps. 18, 2, 3). In this way, Saint Augustine points out that everything that has been 
created by God is an invitation to recognize the greatness, the beauty of God, and to seek 
an encounter with him, recognizing, on the one hand, the smallness of the human being, 
and on the other hand the greatness of God.

In conclusion, the invitation to our Recollect Augustinian Youth (RAY) is to be aware that 
our faith demands an “ecological conversion” (LS 217) and technical solutions and social 
actions around this issue will always be insufficient if they are not accompanied of a change 
of mentality and a greater awareness on the part of the members of our communities.

Ecology in our everyday life

Pope Francis in his Encyclical Letter “LAUDATO SI’ “, contextualizes us on how to lead 
a healthy ecology in all the scenarios that we can find ourselves, which influence our 
way of seeing, feeling and acting in life. These spaces are influenced by our room, home, 
workplace and the neighborhood we inhabit; All this leads to generating our identity in 
front of other people.

That is why it is important to identify three aspects that frame our ecology in our daily 
lives.

1. Personal ecology, which represents recognizing, accepting and respecting oneself 
as a divine creation.

2. Relational ecology, which shares the need to silence external noises, the pollution 
that surround us, and work for common life. 

3. Ecology in the home, which consists despite the economic difficulties that are 
experienced, and the space limitations through which they can pass, maintaining a 
harmonious and organized environment that allows human interaction.
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QUESTIONS TO WORK IN GROUP 

1. In what way am I like God?
2. Recommendation: Keep in mind a similarity not only corporeal but also spiritual 
and transcendent, compared to the theology of the body, understanding care as a form 
of sanctification.
3. How to balance environmental and animal care with a reasoned, just and humane 
ecology?
Recommendation: Analyze it from the extremist ideologies of animal overvaluation 
and various contexts of rejection and discrimination towards the human being. 
4.  From your RAY community, what actions do you propose to generate an ecological 
awareness and care for the common home from the eyes of God?
Recommendation: Guide RAY members to commit to a concrete and ecological 
action that can be carried out from the present time that the world is living.

A SPECIFIC SOCIAL CTION, ACCORDING TO THE THEME DEVELOPED. 

Creation is a divine message of the love that God has for man and of his universal call 
to salvation, for this reason as Catholic Christians we are called to care for life in all its 
manifestations.

Young RAY! Apply the 3 R’s formula in your home: Reduce, 
recycle and reuse. This formula is vital to adopt the principles 
of social ecology since you will ensure lower consumption, 
you will be able to classify the waste generated in your home 
(plastic, paper, organic) and you will reuse materials and 
products that deserve a second chance.

Young RAY! Adopt a responsible energy consumption model 
in your home. Make a series of changes in your daily energy 
consumption habits in the remainder of this year, with which 
you will help reduce your ecological footprint:
- Take advantage of natural light.
- Turn off unnecessary lights.
- Use low consume bulbs.
- Don’t turn on electrical appliances if you don’t need them.
- Do not waste water.

TESTIMONY OF A YOUNG RAY

My name is José Eliécer Machuca Quintero, I am 26 years old and for a year and a half 
I have been advancing my vocational process with the Order of Augustinian Recollects, 
in the Major Philosophical Seminary “Saint Augustin” in the city of Manizales. Today, 
I can thank God and life because being Young RAY allowed me to get closer and know 
much more about Jesus, the community and make the decision today to be here, knowing 
myself more and allowing both friars and my community brothers contribute every day to 
my vocational process.
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The RAY for me means and will always 
mean: FAMILY. Join the RAY movement 
in November 2013 in the Parish of Our 
Lady of Consolation in the city of Bogotá. 
From that very moment a great adventure 
began, of knowing God, myself and what it 
means to be a BROTHER. That adventure 
would have moments of great joy, of 
fraternal sharing and satisfaction in seeing 
that many young people like me wanted to 
be part of this great RAY family, where in it 
there is a place for many young people who, 
with a restless heart, in the style of Saint 
Augustine we want to follow Jesus. But, as 
in everything, there were difficult moments 
on a personal and community level that led 
us in many moments, to confront ourselves 
with ourselves and to reflect on why to be 
and share together despite the difficulties 
and differences.

But as in everything too, JESUS IS NEVER MISSED! And He was the one who made us 
always have our hope alive, making us believe that being a Young Augustinian Recollect 
was worth it and that living in community was possible, despite our different ways of 
thinking and acting. He was our motivation, and that was what encouraged us every day to 
continue forward, to be able to show young people that there is a living God who loves us 
and who waits for us; that the refuge and protection of Our Mother Mary of Consolation 
never left us alone, taking care of us in adverse moments and reminding us that she will 
always be present as the faithful, joyful and patient Mother that she is; also remembering 
that, like us, with our life full of gifts given by God and also mistakes and falls, there was 
a young man who wanted to return to God and give him his whole life until his heart rested 
in Him.

All this I say and I share, for the local community that welcomed me with great love 
and affection for 6 years, to which I owe many things in my life, including being here, 
responding to God with my humanity. With RAY, Ihave been struggled with perseverance 
to make the great dream of Saint Augustine come true: “to live together as brothers.” With 
RAY during its 8 years of existence, is been an example for many, of struggle and hope, 
since, despite the difficulties, it has wanted to move forward, keeping the Augustinian 
spirit alive, where it has been asked to collaborate and serve with joy. 

That for me has been a great engine and example to continue, showing me that to 
fight for what I love the most you must give everything with joy and walk together 
for it in community. With RAY he has brought joy to many families and young 
people, who have seen great support in their lives in the community. It is a creative,  
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vigorous community, full of joy and a collaborative spirit, it is also a community that, like 
all of them, has had problems, difficulties and made mistakes, but that still goes ahead and 
for which I thank God. for everything he has given me in it. 

Words cannot suffice to describe what RAY has left in my life, since there are many 
blessings and learnings that have been part of my daily life for 6 years. But, with certainty 
if I can tell you that in RAY I learned with joy and love the great value of friendship, 
fraternity, tolerance with the brother, seeing Christ in whom suffers and many other 
things, knowing that with our life full of youth and strength we can serve where it is 
most needed, knowing that both the joy and the difficulty of my brother are also mine, 
that I must carry my cross with love, facing my reality with courage, wanting, like some 
Augustinian Recollect Friar, He once shared it with me: “Touching the sky with the feet 
of the earth” knowing myself and knowing God, but the most important thing to know is 
that what unites us and keeps us together is Him: JESUS OUR FRIEND THAT NEVER 
FAILURE!.

I thank you for allowing me to share these lines, and always remember that being and 
belonging to the RAY, IS WORTH IT!

José Eliecer Machuca Quintero
Seminario Mayor San Agustín

La Linda, Manizales
 

FINAL PRAYER

Lord, you have given us nature, so that we can live in it, that is why we ask you to give us 
an awareness that leads us to love it, care for it and respect it, fill us with your compassion 
for creation and be aware that without it we are not nothing, infuse us with solidarity with 
all those who suffer the scourges of nature and give mercy of future generations who will 
suffer for our environmental irresponsibility, move us to act to save our earth and build 
your sustainable kingdom. Amen.
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