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Establishment
1. Recollect Augustinian Youth (RAY) is a Catholic ecclesial youth movement 
sponsored by the Order of Augustinian Recollects. Its purpose is to live and 
spread the Augustinian charism among young people.

2. The RAY movement is established as a private association of the faithful1 
without juridic personality.

3. Independently of its civil nature in each of the countries where it is 
established, the RAY movement is included within the structure of the Order 
of Augustinian Recollects as an organization dependent on the General Curia, 
under the responsibility of the General Secretariat of the Educational Apostolate 
and Youth Ministry.

4. The spiritual direction of the movement belongs to the Prior General and his 
council. In each country it is under the care of the respective major superior and 
of the provincial secretariat responsible for youth ministry.

5. The RAY movement carries out its functions within the limits of the civil laws 
affecting it in each country, directed by the norms contained in these Statutes, 
in the RAY Manual, and, in particular cases not considered in either of these, 
by the determinations of the Prior General with the consent of his council and 
of the respective immediate superiors.

Name and Headquarters
6. The official name of the movement is Recollect Augustinian Youth (RAY).
7. The RAY movement has its headquarters at the house of the General Curia:
•	Viale	dell’Astronomia,	27.
C.P.	10760.
00144 ROMA (Italia).

1  Cf. canons 310 y 322.
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Nature and Goals
8. The distinctive characteristics of RAY, in conformity with the spirituality and 
the charism of Saint Augustine and of the Order of Augustinian Recollects, are:

a) Praying: The young people develop a process of ongoing conversion, 
by which, leaving behind dispersion and exteriority, they enter within 
themselves to encounter the God of life who is waiting for them.
b) Communitarian: They relive the experience of the original Christian 
community in Jerusalem, living the study of the Word, fidelity to the 
Breaking of the Bread, solidarity with the needy, and intimate communion 
among the members in true friendship and fraternity, in complete harmony 
and cooperation with the pastors of the Church.
c) Missionary: They strive for total availability to service of the Church, actively 
cooperating with the missions and other ministries of the entire Augustinian 
Recollect family, imitating the apostolic spirit of Saint Ezekiel and the heroism 
of Saint Magdalene of Nagasaki and the other saints of the Order.
d) Marian: They begin by placing themselves under the care of Mary, our 
Mother of Consolation, and they entrust to her their activities and their very 
lives. Knowledge and love of Mary help the young people to understand 
better and live with greater love the mystery of Christ and of his Church.
e) Augustinian: They search for and proclaim God and his kingdom and 
strive to make real the union of minds and hearts in God proposed by Saint 
Augustine, following the examples of our saints and religious, models for 
the entire Augustinian Recollect family, whom they enrich with their youth 
and their dynamism.

9. The goals of the RAY movement are:
a) The formation of its members to live their Christian vocation and spirituality 
in conformity with the distinctive characteristics of the movement;
b) The living and diffusion of the thought and values of Saint Augustine and 
of the Recollect tradition;
c) Participation in the apostolate by testimony of life and work for 
evangelization;
d) The building of a civilization of love, in keeping with Christian values, by 
every	means	possible	appropriate	for	the	members’	age	and	situation;
e) The advancement of needy persons and social groups;
f) Cooperation with the activities of the Augustinian Recollect family.

10. As a means to achieve its goals, RAY has set up an Itinerary for Maturing in 
Faith, with various means and activities, such as courses, retreats, encounters, 
service to the marginalized, camps, sports, and other similar functions.

11. Activities are to be organized periodically in national and regional 
encounters, and the results of these encounters are to be evaluated.

12. The RAY movement is not a lucrative organization.
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Phases
13. The RAY Itinerary for Maturing in Faith takes place through the following 
phases:
Preparatory phases:

a) Tagaste: from 8 to 10 years of age; this phase may coincide with the 
catechesis of preparation for one of the sacraments of initiation.
b) Madaura: from 10 to 12 years of age; this phase may coincide with the 
period of perseverance after first communion.
c) Carthage: from 12 to 14 years of age; this phase may coincide with the 
catechesis of preparation for one of the sacraments of initiation.

Phases proper to the RAY Itinerary:
d) Milan: from	 14	 to	 17	 years	 of	 age,	 the	 period	 of	maturing	 in	 faith	 in	
adolescence.
e) Cassiciacum: over	17	years	of	age,	a	period	of	two	years	of	preparation	to	
make the promises making one a member of an RAY community.
f) Hippo: over 18 years of age, the period of deepening the experience of 
living the Augustinian experience in a community.
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Membership
14. To become a member of RAY one must meet the age requirements established 
in the preceding number. To become a member of an RAY community (Hippo 
phase), it is an absolute requirement that one first complete the Cassiciacum 
phase, in order to understand and be formed in the life and goals of the 
movement.

15. Full members, who have a right to vote and to be eligible for office, are 
those who enjoy membership in an RAY community (Hippo phase).

16. Entrance into the movement, in any of its phases, is to take place in a 
liturgical celebration planned specifically for this purpose.

17. The rights of members are:
a) To participate in the activities of the movement;
b) To take part in the assemblies with voice and vote;
c) To be eligible for the offices of the movement.

18. The obligations are:
a) To strive to help the movement achieve its goals and be successful in its 
projects;
b) To attend the meetings, encounters, and assemblies;
c) To live in accord with the principles of the movement and to observe its 
rules;
d) To fulfill assigned duties responsibly;
e) To observe good civil and Christian behavior.

19. One may cease to be a member if he so requests voluntarily or if he 
consistently fails to fulfill the obligations listed in the preceding number.2  

2  Cf. canon 308.
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Establishment of Centers
20. The establishment of a local center in a community of the Augustinian 
Recollect family belongs to the local prior of that ministry. Once a local RAY 
center is established, it acquires all the rights and assumes all the obligations 
determined	by	universal	law	and	RAY’s	own	statutes.

Administrative Organization
21. The Prior General of the Order of Augustinian Recollects has the following 
responsibilities:

a) To offer the young members of the RAY movement the treasures of the 
charism and the spirituality of the Order of Augustinian Recollects;
b) To promote and encourage the life of the movement, in keeping with its 
distinctive characteristics;
c) To assure the fulfillment of these statutes;
d)	To	supervise	the	fulfillment	of	the	movement’s	goals.

22. The administrative bodies of RAY are: the national assembly, the national 
council, the local assembly, and the local council.

23. The national assembly studies, approves, and evaluates the annual plan of 
activities proposed by the national council.

24. The national assembly is comprised of the members of the national council, 
the local coordinators, and a representative of each local center elected by its 
members. The national and local religious assistants are also members of the 
national assembly.

25. The national assembly meets once a year. For all of its decisions and 
elections, an absolute majority of votes is required.

26. The national council is comprised of a coordinator, a secretary, a treasurer, 
and the vocals of formation, liturgy, apostolate, and communication. They are 
elected by the national assembly for a period of three years. Also members of the 
council are one or more religious assistants appointed by the major superiors.

27. The national council will appoint a permanent commission from among its 
members to resolve urgent matters or those indicated by the national council 
itself.
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28. It is also the duty of this commission to maintain communication with 
the government of the Order, who, through the general councilor in charge of 
RAY, will be advised of the activities, functioning, and statutes of the national 
councils and, through them, of the regional and local councils.

29. It belongs to the national assembly to approve the regional and local rules 
and to coordinate common activities.

30. Each local center of the movement is to have a local assembly and a local 
council.

31. The local assembly studies, approves, and evaluates the anual plan of 
activities proposed by the local council.

32. The local assembly is comprised of the members of the local council, the 
coordinators of each community, and the lay assistants of the groups and 
pre-communities. The local religious assistants are also members of the local 
assembly.

33. The local assembly meets every three months. For all of its decisions and 
elections, an absolute majority of votes is required.

34. The local council is comprised of a coordinator, a secretary, a treasurer, 
and the vocals of formation, liturgy, apostolate, and communication. They are 
elected by the local assemby for a period of three years.

35. In addition to those designated as members of these councils, there is to 
be an Augustinian Recollect friar or sister appointed by the major superior as 
spiritual assistant.

36. The offices of coordinator, secretary, treasurer, and vocals are held by the 
young lay members elected by the RAY representatives or members.

37. In those places where there is not an Augustinian Recollect community, the 
major superior will name a friar or sister of the Augustinian Recollect family or 
a lay member of RAY as director or spiritual assistant.

38. All members of the councils have the right to voice and vote.

Termination
39. The movement may be suppressed by decision of the religious superiors 
and, in each country or ministry, by the national council, in accord with the 
laws of the Church.3 
3  Cf. canon 326, 1.
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Approval and Modification of the 
Statutes
40. It belongs to the Prior General with the consent of his council to revise, 
modify, and approve these Statutes.

41. The national councils may submit to the government of the Order 
suggestions for improvements to these Statutes.

42. The observance of these Statutes is a matter of the internal government of 
the Order. Binding with civil force are those statutes which, with the approval 
of the Prior General with his council, are approved by the corresponding 
civil authority in accord with the laws that govern associations of youth in 
each country.
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