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INTRODUCTION
The vision of St. Augustine very well responds to the idealism of the youth of 

today. To those called or are interested, we made a careful study and discernment 
in order to draft a tool that will serve as their guide along this path. And so with 
the help of many sons and daughters of our father, this Manual of Formation 
for the Augustinian Recollect Youth is born.  

The Itinerary presented aims to be a common ideal that helps people walk 
in the same direction: to form young Christians in the style of Augustine of 
Hippo. Let us join hands, both the religious and the lay partners involved in the 
pastoral attention of the young people, in the preparation, development and 
implementation of all youth-related pastoral projects, accompanying them in 
all levels and stages of the maturation process in the faith.

An Augustinian journey is proposed to help the youth discover the evangelical 
values that nourished and quenched the thirst of happiness of our father St. 
Augustine, so relevant to address the aspirations of today’s generation.

As an Itinerary tool, we deem it important to provide objectives, criteria for 
evaluation, guidelines for adjustments and implementation.

Prompt and sensitive attention is given to the varying contexts (cultural, 
social, political, religious) and the personal situation of those being accompanied.  
This tool counts a lot on the initiative, ideas, experiences and creativity of those 
responsible. It is in progress and so open for future revisions.

We hope that this common effort will always be beneficial to many young 
people who, attracted by the example and life of Augustine, seek a sense of 
fulfillment and happiness in their lives.

May Jesus, the Way, Truth and Life, make this evangelizing seed bear fruit.
I thank all those who, in one way or another, helped in the crafting of this 

RAY Manual.
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1. WHAT IS RAY?
RAY stands for Recollect Augustinian Youth (bending of syntax in exchange for 
a meaningful and easy to remember acronym).  It is an ecclesial Catholic youth 
movement belonging to the Order of Augustinian Recollect family, whose aim 
is to foster the experience and promotion of the Augustinian charism among 
the youth.
Aspiring to live out the spirituality and charism of Saint Augustine and of the 
Order of Augustinian Recollects, its members are expected to be:
a) Prayerful: They undergo a process of continuous conversion as they 
gradually shun externalities and distractions of the present world and move 
towards their interior selves to meet God.  
b) Communitarian: They take the primitive Christian community of Jerusalem 
as model as they study together the Word of God and faithfully join in the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. They likewise engage in social activities 
in favor of the needy and seek intimate communion with the osion-related 
initiatives of the Augustinian Recollect family and develop in themselves the 
apostolic zeal of Saint Ezekiel Moreno and the heroism of Saint Magdalene of 
Nagasaki and of the other saints of the Order.
d) Marian: They nurture devotion to Mary, entrusting their activities and their 
very lives to her maternal care. The knowledge of and love for the Virgin will 
help them know better and live with greater love the mystery of Christ and of 
his Church;
e) Augustinian: They search for God and proclaim Him and his kingdom.  
They strive to realize the Augustinian ideals of having one soul and heart in 
God, by emulating the life of the saints of the Order, while they enrich the 
Augustinian Recollect family with their youth and dynamism.

2. WHAT IS THE RAY for?
This movement springs forth from the desire of the Augustinian Recollects and 
the call of the Church to share its charism with the youth, in order to help them 
in their response to the call of God.
Its goals are the following:
a) The formation of its members to live their vocation and Christian spirituality 
meaningfully in their own respective context.
b) The experience and promotion of the doctrine and values of Saint Augustine 
and the Recollect tradition.
c) The Apostolate achieved through their participation in the different pastoral 
activities and especially through the testimony of their lives and work.
d) The exertion of efforts to build a culture of love according to Christian values, 



Manual

5

with all the means appropriate to their age and state of life.
e) The promotion of persons and marginalized social groups.
f) The collaboration in the activities of the Augustinian Recollect family.

3. FOR WHOM IS THE RAY MOVEMENT?
This movement is intended for the following:
a) Children who during their Christian initiation, in addition to the specific 
formation (established by each Diocese), will receive proper formation on the 
Augustinian Recollect charism.
b) Adolescents who seek to accept the challenge of knowing, accepting, 
overcoming and giving themselves as persons according to Augustine of Hippo.
c) Youth who, in accordance with their plan of life, search for an encounter 
with Christ in the Church and in their particular vocation.

4. HOW DOES THE RAY work?
The RAY movement is an educational and evangelizing response that follows 
an Itinerary or specific route. It is based on a pastoral approach and strategy 
aimed at achieving an integral formation. This is made possible through an 
experience of living out the communitarian spirit together with the other 
brothers and sisters accompanied and guided by a duly appointed adviser or 
elected coordinator.

4.1. Stages
This itinerary follows the movement of Augustine’s life, from his birth in Tagaste 
until his death in Hippo, while re-creating scenes and taking into account his 
important experiences in each of those places, where his restless search for the 
Truth has led him.
From the pastoral point of view, the Itinerary is divided into two parts or sections 
following the journey of St. Augustine. First, the stages that correspond to the 
period of preparation for the sacrament of initiation; and, second, the stages 
that began right after his baptism.
This manual also provides a brief summary of each stage, which indicates the 
target group and the objectives.
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a) Tagaste
This is the point of departure of Augustine’s life. In Tagaste, he lived his first 
years with his parents Patricius and Monica, and the rest of his family. It is also 
in Tagaste where he first attended school.

• Target group: Children from 8 to 10 years old, who come to the ecclesial 
community to continue their Christian initiation.
• Objectives: To let them know Saint Augustine and the Augustinian 
Recollects.

b) Madaura
It is in Madaura where Augustine continued his studies, after finishing the first 
stage of his education in Tagaste.

• Target group: Children from 10 to 12 years who have received the 
sacrament of initiation1  and continue with the itinerary.
• Objectives: To create the feeling of being in a group and the sense 
of belonging through the Augustinian values, especially, the value of 
community life.

c) Carthage
In Carthage, Augustine began a new stage in his life. The frenzy of his youth shook 
him between love and indifference, as he started to experience friendship.

• Target group: Adolescents from 12 to 14 years old. Many of them are 
in the same situation as Augustine was. Thus, it will not be difficult to try 
to identify themselves with him. They begin the last stage of Christian 
initiation.
• Objectives: To reinforce the idea of friendship in all aspects: human, 
Christian and Augustinian. To mature in faith in order that at the end of 
their Christian initiation they may become most consciously responsible 
of their “Yes” to God.

d) Milán
Augustine arrived at Milan and he tried to search for answers to his increasingly 
restless doubts, and to his desires for meaning. In this city, he found the true 
way that would lead him to an encounter with God.

• Target group: Adolescents from 14 to 17 years old, who after having 
ended their Christian initiation, desire to channel their Christian 
commitment in accordance with the way of life of the Augustinian 
Recollects.
• Objectives: To help them mature in faith and in their Christian 
commitment according to Augustinian values. This stage, as it continuously 
supports their professional and personal orientation, highlights the 
promotion of the culture of vocation, in particular, the direct intention to 
embrace consecrated life. Likewise, the promotion of volunteerism is a 
fundamental tool to encounter God in the service of the needy.

1  Normally, it is the Eucharist, but in some countries the logical order of the Christian initiation is 
followed where confirmation is received before the Eucharist.
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e) Casiciaco
Feeling unfulfilled, Augustine is led into the garden of Casiciaco, where he 
starts to hear so many voices: on one hand, there are human passions, on the 
other hand, the phrase, “take and read” the Word of God; fear and doubt are 
there as well... “tomorrow, tomorrow.” Augustine decides, takes a step forward 
and surrenders his heart to God.

• Target group: The youth older than 17 years old who want to commit 
completely to the RAY community.
• Objectives: Intense preparation, focused especially on the interior 
dimension and on the knowledge of the Sacred Scripture and the charism 
of the Augustinian Recollects. This stage echoes the famous “take and 
read.”

f) Hippo
Augustine, after his conversion, goes back to Africa where he puts himself at 
the service of the Church with all its consequences, while he searches for the 
common good, and promotes justice and peace.

• Target group: RAY members; they must be more than 18 years of age.
• Objectives: To direct one’s commitment to the Church according to his 
state of life as a layperson. To nurture commitment to the RAY community 
as he assumes responsibilities and renders service. Christian formation 
appropriate to his age ought to be carefully programmed, and to take specific 
courses like Biblical and pastoral formation, catechetics, if deemed necessary 
in the service of  the community.

4.2. Dynamics
We are going to present at this point what we do and how we do it in the RAY 
movement.
There are three terminologies used: Group, Pre-community and Community. 
Group refers to the following stages: Tagaste, Madaura and Carthage; Pre-
community corresponds to Milan and Casiciaco, while Community to Hippo.

4.2.1. Puesta en marcha
There are diverse moments to be incorporated to the Itinerary: children who 
enlist themselves to the initiation catechesis or those who know us or have 
friends within the group; adolescents and youngsters belonging to our 
ministries or those who feel certain restlessness, and who search answers to 
their questions. We specify the beginning of each stage, and the complementary 



Recollect Augustinian Youth 

8

elements of the Christian initiation that need to be done in order to be part of 
the Movement:

a) Tagaste: Adding Augustinian contents in the initiation catechesis.

b) Madaura: Children who pass the stage or who want to become a member. 
For this purpose, they ought to undergo the initiation retreat: The Journey of the 
Heart.

c) Carthage: More of Augustinian contents in the initiation catechesis.

d) Milán: This stage begins with the retreat, Restless Heart, for all the 
adolescents, both for those who have completed the stages of the Itinerary, and 
for those who want to become members at this point.

e) Casiciaco: The youth who have finished the Milan stage pass automatically.
 Those who come for the first time to our ministries and who desire to 
participate in this Itinerary must undergo the Casiciaco retreat. At the end of 
this stage comes the New Heart retreat, after which the youth make their RAY 
promises.

f) Hippo: There would be accompaniment and orientation for the new RAY 
community in their Christian commitment to the Church and the society.

4.2.2. Basic experiences
Within the Itinerary, the following basic experiences are considered:

• Weekly Eucharist
• Weekly meeting 
• Retreats, fellowships and camping’s 
• Apostolate

4.2.3. Strategy
In the task of nurturing the RAY movement, these notes on strategy are to be 
taken into consideration so that, those who are living out the Itinerary, may be 
able to have achieved the objectives at this stage.
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a) Work in group
The RAY movement is not only a group that fosters an experience of 
community and of the Church, but it is also a pedagogical means. It is the 
new way of living together and relating with others, a new way of doing 
and being. It is a propitious channel for the collective search for the truth, in 
the midst of the temptation of individualism and self-sufficiency. Dialogue 
and mutual listening become the Augustinian and ecclesial way in one’s 
search and discovery of the truth. Augustine says that the “the truth is 
not discovered through discourse but it is rather the end of all rational 
dialogue.”2

b) Active participation
Taking into account the previous item, one ought to foster fully interpersonal 
relationships, communication and participation among the different 
members of the group. The guide must avoid in the group any form of 
passivity, conformism, individualism or the like...

c) From life and for life
We cannot detach ourselves from our human context. We ought to allow 
ourselves to be challenged by our respective realities so this Movement may 
become a transforming reality of the society, as it promotes justice and peace.

d) Procedure
Respecting the process guarantees the stability and strength of the group, 
pre-community or community. It is necessary to avoid accepting new 
members once the stage has already begun.  Let the new comer engage in 
the next batch, unless special intervention to catch up respecting the stages 
and procedures is applied..

4.3. Augustinian Pedagogy or Way 
of Learning
EThe RAY movement’s style of accompaniment and of education in faith 
obeys the Augustinian pedagogy: To learn how to be and how to share is to teach 
how to think and how to love. Critical thinking and true loving are the missing 
links of the present society and will be of great help to the contemporary 
world. In accordance with the Augustinian values, it consists in:

• Education in friendship, community, justice and solidarity in order 
to learn how to love and share.
• Fostering interiority, truth and responsible freedom in order to learn 
how to be.

2 SAINT AUGUSTINE, On the True Religion, XXXIX, 72.
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Without losing sight of this, other basic elements are needed in the daily life of 
the Movement:

4.3.1. The Interior Master guides us
The agents of the Augustinian ministry, as they follow the steps of the Master, 
who “spoke exteriorly to the ears of men so that they might believe in Him, 
search Him and find Him in the Eternal Truth, in which the only Good Master 
teaches all his disciples,”3 assume a strategy, which incites and moves those 
who move through our Itinerary toward the conquest of the interior. From 
this comes the longing for a more profound encounter with God who, coming 
from the transcendent interior, calls, frees and realizes. Thus, according to the 
principles of our pedagogy, “learning how to be” is realized.
The strategy of those who accompany must have the following:

• A personalized attention. In the group, pre-community or community, 
everyone is important. Augustine presents it clearly: “Even if the same 
love is due to everyone, the same medicine is not to be given to everyone. 
Charity strengthens some, it is made weak with others; Charity tries 
to build some, while for others it trembles in order not to offend them; 
Charity humbles itself toward some, while it lift itself toward others; with 
some it is gentle, with others it is severe; it is an enemy to no one but a 
mother to everyone.”4

• A pedagogy of love, which must be transformed into gestures of 
proximity, affection and empathy. Our mission is to love them and to 
give their confidence back. To transmit to them the joy and the desire to 
know each other, to love each other and to grow as human beings and as 
Christians, since all these are in themselves. They only need to predispose 
themselves into searching. Love is awakened from welcoming, listening 
and being available: “There is no other greater reason why love should be 
advanced in this same love; the heart becomes very rigid, when it does 
not desire then to correspond to love, if before it did not desire to offer its 
love.”5.
• A shared search, in which the guide and those who are walking 
through the Itinerary are transformed into co-disciples in search for the 
truth, without arrogance nor privileges, as they recognized the necessity 
of learning and as they know that no one transmits what he has not lived. 
“What I understand according to my capacity, is what I put on the table; 
when it is shown to me, I nourish myself with you; when it is hidden from 
me, I call on with you.”6

3 SAINT AUGUSTINE, Confessions, XI, 8, 10.
4 ID, On Catechizing the Uninstructed, XV, 23.
5 Ibid., IV, 7.
6 SAINT AUGUSTINE, Tractates on the Gospel of John, XVIII, 1.
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• A great joy to evangelize, «What is necessary to be realized in the 
catechesis is that the catechist teaches with joy, because the greater joy he 
has in teaching, the better the disposition the listeners have in listening. 
And without any doubt, we listen with great pleasantness when we also 
recreate in our own work, because the string of our discourse vibrates with 
our very joy and flows with ease and persuasion.”7 “In many occasions 
[...] we go to our work saddened or irritated because we have not been 
allowed to enjoy the order of things as we desire and because we cannot 
reach everything. And thus the exposition that is born of this sadness 
consequently becomes less pleasing because it springs with less freshness 
from the aridity of our sadness. [...] For this reason [...] we ought to search 
for the remedy to lessen our interior tension and to be joyful with the 
fervor of the spirit and to enjoy in the tranquility of good work, since God 
loves the one who gives with joy.”8

4.4. Agents
The structure of the RAY Movement assigns agents who evaluate and 
accompany those who are walking through the Itinerary.

4.4.1. The religious adviser
The local or national adviser of the RAY Movement is an Augustinian Recollect 
religious assigned by the Major Superior.
His task is to motivate, accompany, orient, and integrate the contribution and 
participation of the youth in the Church and in the society.

4.4.2. Lay companion
The accompaniment of the adolescents and the youth must not be understood 
as an exclusive ministry of the priest or religious. For this reason, each one of 
the groups and pre-communities will have a lay companion, designated by the 
local council and the religious adviser. He will be in-charge of the meetings, of 

7 ID., On Catechizing the Uninstructed, II, 4.
8 Ibid., X, 14.
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organizing the themes of formation, recreation activities... He must be a true 
companion, that is, someone who is capable of walking together, as he sustains 
the weaknesses and strengthens fully the qualities of the those who are being 
accompanied, in such a way that they can advance in their path of faith and 
their knowledge of themselves.

4.4.3. Coordinator of the community
The community chooses among its members a coordinator, who must be 
confirmed by the local council and the religious adviser. The coordinator will 
be in-charge of of the activities and of assuring that the spiritual life and the 
formation of the members. A new coordinator will be elected every three years, 
even though he can be elected for another three years.

4.4.4. Others
Both in the first stages where their role is indispensable and in the last stages, 
the presence and collaboration of the family are very positive, aside from RAY 
matrimony, if there is any.

4.5. Organization
The operation of the RAY movement is based on the following:

a) The Prior General and his council: They are to offer the youth members 
of the RAY movement the spiritual wealth of the Order, that is, its charism and 
spirituality; to promote the life of the movement; to guarantee the fulfillment 
of these statutes, and to assure the fulfillment of its objectives.

b) Major Superiors: In their respective jurisdiction, they are expected to promote 
the RAY Movement and to assign the religious adviser of the Movement, both 
in the national and local levels.

c) National Assembly: It has the objective of studying, approving and 
evaluating the yearly plan of activities proposed by the national council, and 
of studying and evaluating the economic management of the Movement.  It 
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is composed of the members of the National Council, the local coordinators 
and a representative of each local center, elected by its members. Likewise, the 
religious national and local advisers are members of the national assembly. It is 
convoked every year.

d) National Council: It is composed of a coordinator, a secretary, a treasurer 
and board members of formation, liturgy, apostolate and communication; they 
are elected by the national assembly for a period of three years. One or more 
religious appointed by the major superiors are also members of the council. In 
addition, a permanent commission is to be formed among its members in order 
to resolve urgent matters or those indicated by the same National Council.

e) Local Assembly: It has the objective of studying, approving and evaluating 
the annual plan of activities proposed by the local council, as well as of studying 
and evaluating the economic management of the local center. It is composed 
of the members of the local council, coordinators of each community and the 
lay advisers of the groups and pre-communities. Likewise, the local religious 
advisers are members of the local assembly. It is convoked every three months.

f) Local Council: It is established in each RAY center with the same structure as 
that of the National Council. Members of the local council are elected by the local 
assembly for a period of three years.

g) Coordinator: He is in-charge of the operation of the RAY center.9 He ought 
to safeguard the climate of fraternity among the members and to assure that the 
objectives and end of the movement are realized. He also presides the Council.

h) Secretary: He has the task of preparing the minutes of the meeting of the 
Assembly, of the National or Local Council and of the permanent commission10.

i) Treasurer: He is in-charge of the economic affairs. He takes care of the book of 
accounts and collects the contributions of the members. At the end of the year, he 
will present to the Council the statement of account of the year and the budget of 
the following year11.

j) Board members: They coordinate the different areas of activity of each of the 
RAY center. The four areas enumerated below are basic, but if in some centers, it 
is deemed necessary to create other areas, it can be done, but taking always into 
account the fact that excessive number of members in the Council is detrimental 
to its operation.

9 The coordinator, secretary, treasurer and the board of directors can be local or national depending on 
the Council to which they belong.
10 The National Assembly, the National or Local Council and the Permanent Commission shall have their  
bookofminutes.
11 At the national level, the accounting of each center will be sent to the National Council so that the 
complete accounting may be presented to the Assembly and the Budget for all may be prepared.
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• Spirituality and Liturgy: He takes charge of the prayers and liturgical 
celebrations, especially the weekly Eucharist and penitential celebrations.
• Formation: He oversees the formation aspects both in the preparation 
of the themes of the Itinerary and in the formation of animators.
• Communication: He coordinates in the exchange of information among 
the centers, he sends the calendar of activities to the National Council, 
and sends a report on the major activities to the office of communication 
of the Order as well as to some social networks.
• Apostolate: He spearheads solidarity activities and collaboration 
established with each of the departments.

5. ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW RAY CENTER
In schools or parishes where RAY is not yet organized, here are the suggested 
steps to follow:
1) It is going to be a promising start if there are already committed and 
well-disposed young lay people who may have an acquaintance of the basic 
Augustinian Recollect life features and are ready to undertake the journey of 
initiation into the movement.

2) Those who respond to the invitation are made to join the beginner’s retreat 
associated with Cassiciacum stage, offered by a RAY Center.  It may be an 
impact-conversion retreat, or a Tolle Lege retreat if the candidates are already 
catechized and determined to walk in the RAY towards becoming member of a 
Christian youth community.

3) Once this base group has assumed the Itinerary as a pre-community of the 
RAY, and has advanced in charismatic identification, some of its members may 
be picked to share their experiences and may be invited to accompany and help 
others to live it.

4) When the religious advisor deems it possible and convenient, some of 
these young people could form a pool of announcers (speakers, evangelizers 
or communicators in new retreats) and others could form a small team of 
accompaniers (to be near a new pre-community and guide it on the road already 
traveled by them), forming new RAY councils with the religious advisor in 
the new place (where one of them would be appointed coordinator, another, 
secretary, and another, treasurer, if the latter seems appropriate).

5) When a larger number of suitable companions are available and the number 
of new pre-communities has also increased, it is desirable to elect from among 
the advanced ones those who will form the council, keeping its membership 
limited for better functioning.
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6) Similarly, when the number of announcers grows, they may diversify their 
services with groups taking charge of the retreats as speakers, either in the area 
of spirituality and liturgy, and others doing reach out or extending services to 
the local Church, or in the area of communication, to share all that can be Good 
News between the RAY centers and the Order. In this new situation, it is not 
appropriate for everyone to be part of the council, only one member for each 
area.

7) When the local council and their religious advisor have enough good leaders 
to accompany the adolescent stage of the Itinerary, they may proceed to the 
Milan inviting those with more skills from the RAY Center of reference and 
engaged the candidates into the Restless Heart, the oases and the workshops 
in Milan.

8) When they are ready to employ the proper strategy for adolescents and are 
prepared to offer this service, they may form the  core group of the Restless 
Heart to do the accompaniment at the Milan stage.

9) At the time of the adolescent stage of the Itinerary, it is to be expected that the 
new RAY Center will assist and accompany the Recollect Augustinian Youth at 
least in the stages of Milan, Cassiciacum and Hippo, so the local council should 
now be composed by a representative of the companions of each of these stages 
(remember here that in the Hippo stage the accompaniment is done by the 
religious adviser or by whom he wishes to delegate, so that the representative of 
this stage in the council could be chosen from among the member coordinators 
of the different communities that coexist in the place).

10) Likewise, at the adolescent stage, from among those speakers in the area of 
spirituality who would have specialized more in the pedagogy for adolescents 
and in that of the Milan stage, one could serve in Milan life-sharing and in the 
council as well.

11) Similarly, at this level of organization, those accompanying groups or 
pre-communities that are no longer such, could continue to contribute their 
proven experience in a specific area for formation, both in the development 
of the agendas and in the preparation of new companions, while being able, 
if appropriate, to be chosen from among them a new member for the council.

12) Thus, in this degree of organization, the local council may be formed by 
the local religious adviser, and by a coordinator, a secretary and a treasurer, 
elected from among their members or representatives by the local assembly; a 
representative for the companions of Milan, a representative for the companions 
from Cassiciacum and a representative from the coordinators of the Hippo 
communities; a member of spirituality and liturgy by the charities of Cassiciacum 
retreats and Hippo (along with another possible member of coexistence, by the 
speakers of Milan), a member of apostolate, a communication  member and a 
formation member (all these representatives and members elected from among 
their counterparts by the local assembly).
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13) The national council would also be formed by the religious adviser 
national, a national coordinator, a national secretary, a national treasurer, a 
national representative of Milan, a national representative of Cassiciacum, a 
national representative of Hippo, a national member of spirituality and liturgy, 
(a possible national member of the coexistence of Milan), a national member 
of apostolate, a national communication member and a national formation 
member; all of them chosen from among their local counterparts by the national 
assembly.

14) Finally, where RAY can offer its own Augustinian Recollect material to 
children or pre-adolescents in the stages of sacramental initiation, the local 
council would have to include one representative from each stage.

6. JOINT ORGANIZATION FOR THE RAY 
ITINERARY AND THE AUGUSTINIAN 
RECOLLECT VOCATION ITINERARY
From the Milan stage, the intention is to accompany the Recollect Augustinian 
Youth in their personal and group knowledge, in their growth based on the Person 
of Jesus, in their sense of belonging to the Church and in their responsibility 
for the mission. The Augustinian Recollect Vocation Itinerary aims to help 
interpret in the midst of such experiences the call of God, and respond with 
freedom to our love project. Both itineraries (RAY and ARVI Itineraries) touch 
the same human-Christian dimensions in the person accompanied and assume 
the identification of the same road and cooperation in the service of various 
pastoral agents involved.
Although the ARVI is in fact broader and transversal for our ministries, the 
Milan I and Milan II levels could be identified with the Plow stage. 
For this reason, the Local RAY Council and the local Vocational Team could 
meet at least quarterly, to review together the attitudes to be worked on and 
the means to be employed in favor of a vocation culture in the RAYs, as well 
as the possible actions that such a Vocation Team could do –some encounter 
or annual experience- to reinforce in the groups the formulation of the vital 
questions and thus, become a vocation reference for the road.
Likewise, the Milan III level and the Cassiciacum stage could be identified with 
the stage of the ARVI, so that their companions could count on the Vocation 
Team agents to develop the following elements:
Milan III can be introduced in the exercise of Lectio Divina, the themes of 
the Oasis III and the “Workers of the City of God” Manual, as well as in the 
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accompaniment of the personal Life Project of each one of these members. 
In the Cassiciacum stage it is convenient to make known the vocation 
kerygma formation from resources such as Life Project I, Life Project II 
and other possible missionary or vocation experiences.
Likewise, it is to be hoped that, because of this culture and of this vocation 
announcement, already in the Hippo stage, young people with specific 
vocation restlessness may emerge.   The local vocation promoter or 
counselor will accompany them and offer this shared itinerary providing 
the seed the needed elements so that by itself and as a response to God’s 
love it germinates, grows and bears much fruit for our Church.

7. FROM TAGASTE TO HIPPO
The development of this Itinerary is realized in a series of books, whose 
objective is to accompany each of the stages. A ritual of all the celebrations 
proper to each stage is provided.

Each of the books will contain the following sections:
a) Introduction: a brief explanation of the place of the Itinerary where 
the book is located.
b) A city, a meaning: Explanation of the experience of Augustine in this 
city.
c) Objectives: The human, spiritual, and Augustinian objectives, which 
are to be realized throughout the stage are indicated.
d) Milestones of the stage: Those important existential moments within 
each stage are indicated: retreat, fellowship, rite of passage, and conferral 
of the proper symbol.
e) List of themes: It contains the complete development of each moment 
of a particular stage. Each theme is composed of the following sections:

• Augustinian prayer
• Development of theme
• Reflection
• Sharing 
• Prayer
• Farewell

f) Indicators of achievement: Some items are also provided so that those 
who accompany and those who are being accompanied may evaluate 
which of the objectives of the stage have been realized or missed.
g) Strategies of accompaniment: Pedagogical keys that provide 
orientation to each stage are to be presented.
h) Notes: It includes the material that must be used in each of the 
milestones.
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